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I is a eine as well as wiſe & Juſt 

| Remark, made by * One of the 

- greateſt Maſters. of Thought in the 

| Laſt Age, that Perſons of Qualiry y 

and Character ought to have two 

Sets of thoughts, by which to regulate. 

their Conduct: by the One they are to 

view themſelves in their State of diſtin- 

guiſhing Elevation, which is not from Na- 
1 2 3 Arbitrary . bz 
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3 An Election Sermon. 
ſelves in their Natural Condition of /yfix- | 
mit, and Equality with the reſt of Man- be 
Kind. The bright Idea of their Dignity as 
d Power muſt be temper q with the more 
cloudy Idea of their Frailty : A Seperation wi 
of theſe will lead into groſs Illuſions, and 
; betray into Errors fatal to themſelves, and 
their Dependents : But an happy Union 
ol theſe will afford light to direct them in 
che bright tracts of Subſtantial Glory; and 
Taorcible arguments to engage them to 
ſliuach a management, as ſhall be glorious 
to themſelyes, and happy to the World. r 
The former proſpect will take them off * wi 
from the falſe ſcent of honour, and inſpire © tru 
| them with inflaming Incentives to the moſt 
noble Actions, which will adorn their Cha- for 
Faller; without the latter view they will are 
be in the neareſt danger of being dazled G 
with the Glare of Grandeur, and growing - pe! 
- giddy by looking down from their State ths: 
of Eminence upon thoſe beneath them: du 
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I the Great forget their Dignity they will wh 
under-act the yertues becoming their Fi- the 
- gure; if they reflect not ſteadily on their wt 
| -- (ufirmity, they will over- act the powers be 
ol their Elevation, Ano thy ſeif is the 28 
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An Eleftion Sermon. 3 
firſt Leſſon in the School of Wiſdom, which 


becomes the Great and Honourable, as well 
Z as others, to learn: and theſe jult Reflecti- 
ons both on their Excellency, and Frailty, 
will be found the firſt Elements of this 
Prudence. Theſe will prompt them ſo 
do act the part aſſigned them on the Stage 
of Life, that their External Condition may 
be found in Conjunction with the more 
valuable inherent Dignity of a vertuous 
2 Mind; that when Death ſhall ſnut up the 
preſent ſcene, a brighter ſcene of Glory 
may open upon them; and they appear 


with Superiour Characters on the Stage of 


true Glory and Immortality. + 


And theſe thoughts are not only proper 


for Men of Name & Power themſelves ;, but 
are inſtructive to ſuch as are under their 
> Government : Theſe muſt view their Su- 
2 -periors in the Excellency of their Station, 
that N may pay them thoſe Regards 1 
ill which they bear; yet they muſt behold 


ae Impreſſions of Divine Majeſty, 


them but as Gods, whoſe Dwelling is in fleſh, 
whoſe breath is in their Noſtrils, and may 


be ſoon Stopt; which will give check to 
2 8pirit of flattery, regulate their Expecta- 


tions 
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An Blechon Sermon, 


tions from them, and make them diſclaim 
all undue confidences in the moſt W A 
Wiſdom and Power on Earth. 

Now, theſe: two Set of Thoughts are in 
che moſt lively colours repreſented in the 
Words of our Text. I have ſaid ye are 
| Gods, &c.but ye ſhall ; lite men. Which, 
iI miſtake not, will afford us Reflections 
proper to the work of this Day; and in 
Which every part of this e _ 
have their Pertion, _ 

I hope there are none ſo vain as to ima- 
gine, that J appear this Day in this Awful 
Des, only to beat che Air, & play theOrator 


by way of Unmannerly Satyr, or fulſome 
| Banegyrick; This would not well become 
the Solemnity of this Place, nor the Gravi- 


» of my Audience; and much leſs would 


it Suit my own e He Nor may it be 
ſuppoſed that L am called forth to read a 
Lecture in Politicks before our Venerable 


FSienators; for thus I ſhould go beyond my 
wn Line, and boaſt of a falſe Gift. I de- 


fire to keep in Mind what Place ſtand in, 
In-whoſe Name I'S 


wn EBT, <a - Account | 
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A. Election Sermon. + 
4 7 Account] muſt give in of my preſent Per- 
7 formance to our COMMON LORD and 
* JUDGE ; and under the commanding. 
= | Abe of cheſe thoughts, 1 ſhall endeavour 
to Speak ; and muſt intreat my AU- 
„ g | DIENCE, under the ſame Awe, to hear. 
S | This Pſalin, of which our Text is party 
| is ſtiled a Pſalm of Aſaph: Not becauſe 
; it was directed to Aſaph the Levite and 
ay = Sager which lived in the dayes of David, 
daut as IJ apprehend becauſe it was penn d 
927 by Aſapb, the Seer, who lived about the 
dayes of Hezekiah: The Rulers of which 
* 4 are are Stigmatized by the Prophet Iſai - 
F i 21 as Rulers of Sodom. And this Con- 
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3 BY ure is tvenprivn d by the judgment of 
meg 4 
w. | a Great Maſter of Jewiſh Learning. The 


iq | Pfalm is a warm Addreſs to thoſe thar 
me 2 filled the Seats of Judgment; and is a 
} loud Cry for Publick jüſtice; that truth 
and unbribed Judgment might. Eftabliſh 
their Tribunals : Here are adminiſtred the 
4 moſt pungent Rebukes for their Cortup- 
1 tion, Male-Adminiſtrations, and Criminal 
1 the foundations of the 
| Were put dut of courſe 3 and. the 8 
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9 i Hlefion Semi : 
main Pillars of Government ſapt ; and 
| Rulers are faithfully admoniſhed of the | 
Duties of their Poſt, which God & Men 
expect of them. To render this addreſs 
the more forcible it is introduced with 
the Solemn thoughts of the Preſence, Pre- 
Halency, and Inſpection of the Great Gd 
over ſuch, as are Exalted to Place of Rule 

over men. v. 1. God ſtandeth in the Congre- 

gation of the Mighty ; He Fudgeth among 

the Goat: And that the Impreſſion of their 
Duty might be deep and durable, the 
bleſſed God who is the Oly, and Supream 
Potentate of Heaven and Earth, is brought 
in as repreſenting to them, che wenn 
luſtre and glory of their Character; ſo, 
giving them a dark Proſpect. of the Land 4 
ef Darkneſs to which they are haſtning, in 
a Solemnu Memento of their Mortality, and 
that State Conſequent hereon, which cer- ® 

= Expects them. T ſaid ye are Gods, * 
. &c. but ye ſhall dye lite Men. In which 

we have a Conceſſion, and a ſerious Cor- Ous 

 redlion, or juſt Qualification of this Con- 1 

eeſſion. FF 
Firſt, we have 2 Conceſſion concernin 2 © 

uch as are eExalied to ae of oP and 3 
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= An Blefion Sermon; 7 
14 | Power. I have ſaid ye are Gods; and all of, 
he Dou are Children of the Moſt High... In 
which we have two things obſeryable. 


| 1. The Inſtitution, or Divine Ordination 
ch of Civil Government : Iſaid ye are Gods: } 
re | 7 ſaid, i. e. God, who is the FOUNTAIN 
od | ot all Honour and Power; I, who am 
ale | ING of KINGS, the Supream LORD & 
5 MASTER of the World; whoſe Word is 
* a Law not to be diſputed: J have ſais, 
eir . e. have ordained, conſtituted and 
he pointed by my Sovereign Authority, and 7 
1 in my Supream Wiſdom. Tho' all men 
4 7 Have the ſame Original, are of the ſame 


lake, and in many Articles ſtand upon 
3 The ſame level; yet I have appointed that 
there ſhall be ſome of a Superiour Cha- 
N racter, advanced to Place, Power, and Dig- 
Se ; Gly above others; I have made them Gods, 
der- , - and by my Inflitution they muſt be treated 


ds; | 4 as ſuch. 
ich 3 2. We Lane i in this Cee the Glori- 
or. dus Character that God Himſelf has put 


on- Ppon civil Rulers: and their Character 


Prare and Magnificence, Power and Dig- 
; ſpicy: ants are Gods ] Not by Nature 
wer a » on h OE 


Farries in it the moſt Sublime Ideas of 


Father; ſo theſe wear the Title and Name, 


Kingdom. 


ile time they wil be diſmantled of allf 7, 


$ An Elegien Sermon: 
or Eſſence, but by Offce ; Gods by Depu- | 
tation, Analogy and Proportion, Elohim, 
which is a Name, given not only to the ess 
Supream Governour of the World, GOD o- 3 
der all Bleſſed for Ever, but alſo to Angels, 7. 

thoſe Miniſters that do his Pleaſure, that 
attend the Throne of Majeſty above.---- 7: 
Aud all of them Sons of the Higheſt : i.e. As are 
Children bear the Name and Image of their Sou 


bear the Image and Character of the Great 
60D; and ſo are Sons of the moſt High, bod 
who has put ſomething of his Majeſty up- P 
on them, and by his Conſtiturion raiſed . 
| them to a Condition of Exaltation like to des 
the Angels of Heaven, thoſe Sons of God, all 
who are the Supream Miniſters of his 


Seconaly, We have a Correction, or qua- th 


$ „ 


Hfication of this Conceſſion. But ye ſbal un 


die like Men.] In which we may obſerve n. 

V 
I. The Correction it ſelf, Ve muſt D/Y Oe 
like Men.] In Power and Order they are 
raiſed above others ; they are Petty Dei. 2. 
ties, but they are Mortal Ones; In $7” 
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An Election ne „ 
de viſible Enfigns of diſtinguiſhing Great- 
"neſs, and retire off the the Stage of this 
_ 1 Vorld in a ſtate of Equality with the 
„ 2aneſt. They dy lite Men, i. e. like 
Pater men, Who ate not thus Exalted: 
They dy like Mey, i. e. as Creatures who 
q "As | are Endowed with Immortal, reaſonable 
Souls,accountahle to the GOD that made 
them; they Dy as Mey, and not Periſh 
Hike the Beafts, whoſe ſpirit as well as 
12 goes downwards ; but as Men, whoſe 
Spirits at Death return ro GOD that gave 
khem; as Men, i. e. as Beings whoſe Bo- 
dies hall not always ly in the Duſt, but 
3 all be redeem'd from Corruption; whoſe 
Fleſh and Spirit ſhall be again united in 
I Fides to an aſſignment to an Eternal State, 
either of Bliſs or Miſery, by the Deter- 
50 mination of the Judge of the World. 
fſerve? So it points us not only to their Morta- 
Yity, bur alſo to that Judgment tliat fol- 
Jows upon Death, and the 1 ny ad Cox 
8 ſehuente thereof. 
N pe 2. We may obſerve the deſign of chis 
4 orreftion. Which is to Temper and Qua- 
ih the thoughts of the foregoing Con- 
ine e The e Character 2 . 
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would not be full, Juſt and Natural; nor 


=_ 1 e Goran. 1 
of Rulers, might be well ſuſpected as 1 
dxawn with Colours too bright, Srrokes | FF 
too bold, and in a Form too Divine; ge 
Now a Proſpe & of their Mortality and 
conſequent Darknalh is repreſented, as | 3 
dark Shades, without which their Picture vity, 


ped 


they repreſented | in their complear | 1 
Figure, and natiye Complexion. This 7. 
Darkneſs is as neceſſary, as the former vine 
Light to take a juſt View of them. Con 

The very nature and deſign of this Je 
Correction, do's intimate the great Ad- on © 
vantage and Propriety of having the 1. 
Thoughts ot the Dignity of Rulers tem- the 
per d and qualify'd with wiſe Reflecti- guiſ 
ons on their Mortality, and it's important Ver 
1 twe⸗ 

Now agreeably to what has been ob- men 
ſerved in both parts of our Text, there 
ate four Significant Articles which demand whi 
our Conſideration, and ſhall be the Heads gare 


of my preſent Diſcourſe. As, poir 
J. That the Original of Government a- tion. 
mong men is Divine, or from Heaven. 1 


II. That GOD has Dignifyed Rulers . rt 
2 men with the Character and Sel 
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a Election Sermon. 11 
II. Tho' they are Gods, yet they are 
bes ate to Mortality, and the Conſe- 
e; aßen of ir. 
ind 7. That it will bk of tne dives 
as | rage to temper the thoughts of their Dig- 
me | *zxity, with juſt Reflections on their Ex- 
no 0 0 and it's Conſequents. 
wall. Of theſe in their Order. 
his ” The Original of Government is Di- 
mer vine. It is from GOD, by his Soveraign 
Conſtitution and Appointment: TJ ſaid, 
this Te are Gods. It is not barely a Permiſi- 
Ad- or of Divine Providence, but a Divine 
the Inſtitution that there be Government in 
em- the World. It is no difficulty to diſtin- 
ecti- | *guiſh between particular Forms of Go- 
vernment, and Government it ſelf; be- 
tween the Perſons Exalted to Govern- 3 
ment, and the ſeveral Orders and De- 
12 of ſuch ina . and war Power 


11 


F f — 3 : et 
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and there is a mixture of theſe; where mair 
the Powers of Each are Limited, and Nor 
brought to an happy Poiſe; Where Power Nati 
and Privilege are ſo twiſted together, ginn 
and inlay'd in the Foundation of che bet! 
Conſtitution, as nor te bear a ſeperation Pere 
without a mutual Deſtruction; Power ſhou 
cant be Exerciſed, but the Privileges has 
of the Ruled muſt be Maintained ; nor ion: 
Privilege be Enjoyed, unleſs the Power 
of Rulers be Aﬀerted and Supported. 
Now it cannot be ſay d that This or the one 
Other particular Species of Government Con 
is Inſtituted by GOD for this or that pers 


+2 - 
"8 
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People. Nor is it ſyppoſeable that there YHife 
= is, or ever was, any State OT Nation, that | By 
_ did inviolably, without ſome Alteration muſt 

© Eſſential, maintain the ſame Form of Go- Will 
. vernment. To be ſure Iſrael, GOD's Who 
Favourite People, had not always the ſame give 


1 


Model of Government; nor did GOD, has 


Who was, in a diſtinguiſhing Style their and 


Fug, Ever preſcribe chem ſuch a Scheme har 


ol Rule, which they might on no terms /, 


Vuaty from. Athens, Sparta, and Rome, has 


which in their Day appeared fixed in the 7© 


| full Centre of Light and Glory, fuflerd Y 
Lame me Tore > DA. 
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* Eleflion Cm 3 # 
feveral Revolutions and Changes in the 
main Frame of their Adminiſtrations :; 
Nor has the Form of Government in our 
INanen, been juſt the ſame from the be- 
bSianing; ; Which all muſt own that are 
not Strangers to our Engliſh Story. The 
Determination of what Particular Form 
Zſhould take place in this or that Nation, 
has been left to the Wiſdom of the Na- 
tions; as long as the General deſign of 
Rule 15 provided for, and not Subverted. 
That Form which is moſt adapted for 
dne People, may not be for another; 
Conſidering the various Cuſtoms, Tem- 
pers, Policies, Intereſts of Nations of 
Wificring Climates. 
But ehis notwichſtanding, chat wege 
muſt be Government is not from the bare 
Will of men, but from the Moſt High, 


D's who Ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men, and 
me Igiveth it to whom ſo ever he will: He 


ber | 


i 
ome, © 
the 
er'd © 


yeral 


has put his Soveraign Sanction upon it; 
Land made it a fixed Ordinance of Heaven, 
that there be a Rule over Men; The God 


f * Iſrael has ſay d it, and the Rock of Iſraet 


has ſpoken it. 
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_  Ttution. What ſhort of this can be inten# 
ded in many places ? Rom. 13. 6. Tha 
 FHowers that be, are Ordain'd of God. du 
there is no Power but of God, Has no 
God ſay d, Prov. 8. 15. By me King 
Reign, and Princes Decree Juſtice ?. Why 

are K 


"ad | ; „535 | 8 28 8 - Dy 
. © / ; . 5 * a 
f M1 ; 3 0 I | 
14 An Election Sermon. 


of men Engaged in the Adminiſtrations Þ3- 


of Rule; who have differing Styles and en 


Powers under Various Limitations, and f 


Each Degree have their proper Sphere to Wor 
move and act in: And the wayes of Ex- of 
alting men to the Seat of Government, Willi 

Whether Supream or Subordinate, have er 


been diffeting: and none of theſe have a put f 


- ſpecial immediate Stamp of Divinity upon . L3 
them. | However it is the Soveraign Plea- 
ſure of Heaven that there ſhould be Or- hat 
deer, Superiority and Rule in Civil So- Van 


ciety's ; and all Rulers of what Degree An 
. 
This truth ſtands in the ſtrongeſt Point f in! 


of Light in the Word of GOD ; and willen. 
be Legible after all the attempts of any prde 
to Obſcureit. The unerring Oracles ofen, 
Heaven has lay'd the Foundation of hade 
Civil Government firm in Divine Inſtiutit) 


Ince 
Eſſicy 
Wd I 


Pers. 
2 11 
yd, 
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lers called God's Miniſters"? Ron f hat 
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ons 3. 4. "4; ir not a Command of Heaven: 


and Deut. 16. 18. Judy es andOfficers ſhalt i boi 
and rake thee in 2 405 Gates? Nothing ſurely £ 


e to Whort of Divine Ordination could juſtify 
Fx. thoſe Apoſtolick Enforcements of Sub- 
ent, iſſion to Rulers, not only for Wrath, bur 


lave or. Conſcience ſake; not barely for Man's 
ve a put for the Lord's ſake, Rom. 13. 5 1 Pet. 
A %+# Were not theOriginal of Power from 


pon 

fea. OD, it could never be ſay'd, that he 
Or- Fhat reſiſterh the Power, refil deck the Or- 
So- ſinance of GOD, as, Rom 13. 2. ö 


green And this litir3tion of Government, is 
ne OY ounded on Reaſon; and GOD has done 
in Infinite Wiſdom, and in Kindneſs to 


point 
nen. 4 7 would doubtleſs have been 
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4 | men, 1213 5 of Uifüchane ane that 105 
bu -* d, Nibit Agaalitate ipſa inegualius. 
Thar nothing is more unequal than E- 
—_ _— a | 
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I n Election eon. 
| . quality, Were there no Geyernment, all 7: 
ll Mankind would be Engaged in an Un- Jud 
natural State of War. There could be 5045 
nothing of Beauty, Proportion, Strength, is no 
1 Unity, Order in Societies: Liberty andi 
[ſt Property would be Expoſed to fatal Inva- 

ſions. The Flood-gates of Luſts would 
be open, and aDeluge of Sin and Wok 

_ would Sweep away all that is pleaſant & 
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deſireable in the World. Men would bY 


ke Fißßes in the Sea, and as Beaſts in the 
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Wilderneſs, the greater devour the leſs 
Was it not a Terrible Day with Iſrael Ph 
| when that Complaint was moaned our po 
There was no King in Iſrael, but every on hic 
did that which was right in his own Eyeied 
600 by appointingGoyernment has confGloy 
ſulted the good of the World. LZLeveliſn x. 
If Js therefore an openDefiance to GOD, hire G 
MWiſdom and Will, as well as the ReaſoWr 

of Mankind. Thus we have ſeen the Dl 

| vine Original of Government aſſerted: an. 
Ii © this is noundue Complement to Goyeriy 
ment for 60D Himſelf has ſaid it: 7 ſal 
pe are Goch. And ſo we come to the S 
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"cond Article to be conſider d, vi. 
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ng Title put upon Rulers. They are 
Pod & Chilaren of the Moſt High: And it 
igth, s not an Empty Name, but full both of 
92 5 Dignity. & Duty. I his Character aſſert- 
my jo, will give us the moſt beautiful view. - 
Work che Glory of Rulers; which they ma 
nt & Purſus with the greats Stretch of all | 
1d bfheir Powers. 
n the And if we would take A en of what -* 
> leſsh lory and Duty is included in this Divine 
2 haracter and N that GOD has put 
our pon them; Let us Conſider chree things, 
Jen ich ſeem Evidently intended, and poin- 
E; 2 ed at in chis Title, and under Which th 
SC conl Slory of their Charadter is Jo aer bac ded. 
lf W x... This COTE intends hat Rulers 
D, hire Gods, as 


deal Und Deputies, ane 


he D 


1 ag chey bear his wille 
'Y W 


. an 2. It Snacelts that the Delige. 5 the 

over! 1 nſticurion of Civil Government is, That 

1 fat Nalers may be Gods to a People, bebo, Pub- | 

N RN : het and great Bleſingg. 

3. It Suggeſts that Rulers can i only 
en, che Due of their Gharadter; 
Wt _ 


_ 


— a 


72 We are to conſider the Charafter 


d, and adorned by che vertues it leads 5 


- 


= An Election Sermon. 
and anſwer the Eud of their Inſtitution by 
Imitating the Bleſſed GOD, and making 


bis Government, their Pattern, and Stan- 
dard. Nothing leſs T think can be in- 


rended in this Title; and hardly any thing 
beyond, but what ma be reduced under 
one or other of rh org Which wel 
are now to Conſider. Nieren 


Vice erents, and bear his Vifible Image. 


" Theſe ſtand in GOD's Place, repreſent} i 


3 Perſon, and act by his Authority, and 
Commiſſion. The Power of the greateſt 


uler 
Dont 
Their 
f the 
loſt 
45¹li 
ut tl 


I Put h. 
1. Rulers are Gods, as they are G0 N 


o ſe 
fir n 
night 
ame 

ongs 


Potentate on Earth is not Inherent in him, Was d 


but is a Derivative; and but a faint Beam 
of that Power which is in G00 in it's 


1 - Full force and Light, Eſſentially and Inde. 


pendently: For GOD is the Source and 
Original of all Power; there is no Power 
but what is derived from him, depends 


don him, js limited by him, and is fubor- 


1 dinate to him, and accountable. 60D 
Is the Supream Governour among the] 


ct fo 
ind te 
dunic 
BOD 
ave 
2 


pom. 
Aig 


bey a 


Nations; It is his Prerogative to Rule r hi 


in the Kingdoms of Men; and has Right, 


as well as Might, to give them to whonll 
he Pleaſes, to Set up; and Spurn down 
W Il Rulers 


the 
ws 1 


* 
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y Mulers at Pleaſure ; and when he pours | 
4 ontempt upon Princes, cuts aſunder 
an- their Spirits, and is terrible to the Kings 
in- of the Earth, none can ſay to him what 
ing Woſt thou? He has both Authority and 
der Ability to Govern All by himſelf, with- | 
we put the Mediation ot any Secend Being; 
Put he has choſen in wiſe Condeſcention 
D's| 0 ſet up Men of the ſame Make and 
age. fir mities with our ſelves, whoſe Terrors 
ſent Might not over-power us, to Act in his 
and Name and Stead: All Government be- 
weſt Ppngs Originally to GOD himſelf, but he 
him, Yas deputed & delegated Magiſtrates to 
eam ct for him, and in Subordination to him; 


1 it's nd to theſe his Subſtitutes he has Com- | 


nde“, Punicated Power and Judgment; By 
. and\f 50D + Princes Rule, Nables: and 47 the 
ower ages of the Earth. The Throne they 
ends ſe Seated on is GOD's. 1 Chron. 29. 23. 
abor- plomon Sat upon the Throne of the LORD, 
zODW King. It is his Sword of Juſtice that 
p the hey are Arm' d with, and muſt be Weilded 
Rule r him, and in his Service. 7. he Judgment 
light, the LORD's. Deut. 1. 17. | 


on J I is vain indeed to 2 chat this 7 


„ or 16. 7 | 


Power 


ler 


\ 
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"Janie is derived immediately from GOD; 
but mediately in various ways according 
to the diverſe Conſtitutions of Kingdoms, f 
and States: It may not be aſſerted that 
the particular Perſons on whom the Bur- 

rms; Government is devolved, are of 
_ GOD's: ſpecial Defignation and Nomina- 
tion: yet they hold under GOD, they 
aue Cod fubardinar to him whoſe Name MG 
is JEHOVAH ; His Authority a are 
veſted wich, and tris Power they Exert 
in the diſcharge of the Duties of their K 
Station. Thele ate the Shieldt of the 
Earth and as ſuch belong ro GOD. Fal] 
47. Alt. Their Power and Work is GOD s. 
Howe: Feboſaphat from this Conſidera- 
tion made his Charge to his Judges the 
more Solemn. 2 Chron. 19. 6. Heſ. 2 4 % 


| the Judges; take heed what ye do: for yi! 2 By 
Judge not for Man, but for the LORDS : an 
6 F ow 


„ v with you in the Judgment. 
Agais, Rulers as they are: delegareÞ N too 
by GOD, ſo they bear his Image, and the Ruiſf 
- - viſible Impreſs of his Glory and Great. tome 
neſs. There i is not only an Inviſible and Son t 
Spiritual Image of GOD, which confilt F "fin 
in Righteouſnels and all. the Graces of Phis 
BE 1 Holineß | 


* & 
\ 1 } 
* * 
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An Election Sermon. 21 
Holineſs : But there is an External and 
Viſible Image of GOD, which conſiſts 
tin che External Characters of Glory, Power 
and Majeſty ; which are impreſſed on 
ſuch, as are Exalted to Rule over men. 
Agreeably, Rulers are Living Images of 
the Great LORD of the World, whoſe 


D; 
ing | 
ms, | 
hart | 
JUr- 
off 


beyll Pubſtitutes rhey are. A viſible Divine 
ame Glory is ſhed upon them; the bright Rays 
are of Divine Greatneſs, and Power do in- 
xert eircle them: which Challenge Awe and 
heir Reverence from all about them; and the 


the due apprehenſion hereof is enough to in- 
Pall Wpire Rulers: with the moſt Noble Re- 
Ds. Wolves to act in a becoming ſubordinati- 
4 pn to, and as may make an agrecable 
: Repreſentation of GOD, with whom | 18 
Dominion and Fear. | 
_ 54 By their Office, Authority and done | 
RD 3 bbc Participate in a Degree of that 
Power, which all the Armies of Heaven 
gate toop before; and hereby make diſtin- 
d rh Buiſhing approaches to GOD, and bear 
ireat. ome faint Reſemblance of him, who ſits 
rand on the Throne of Majeſty; tho” after all 
fiſt 2 Unfinite and Awful is the Diſtance. In 
es offs reſpect Motors are Gods, Andwhen 
ine 5 : wo © 


*. 82 — —— 


WL. N * 12 


- jou Eledion drm. 
theſe External Characters of Power and 
Greatneſs. ate found in Conjunction with 
the more Noble Characters of Inward 
Greatneſs, their. Title will appear with a 
Diviner Luſtre, and their Authority more 
Awful and Influential. This is the firſt 
thing included in the Title given them. 
2. This Title Suggeſts, the great De- 
bs * of the Inſtitution of Government a- 
 mong men, is chat Rulers may be Go to 
a People; i. e. Difluſive Bleſſings ro the 
"is Publick : When the Great. LORD of the 
World is pleaſed to ſtyle himſelf the GOD lou 
of a Perſon or People, it certainly intends o 5. 
that He will Bleſs them, and Promote 
their Happineſs; Employ his Wiſdom, 
_ Power, Juſtice and Goodneſs with his 
other Perfections, for their Peace andi 
Proſperity, Security, Protection and Glo. 5 2 
ry. In conformity to this, Rulers are 
1 when they Employ their Authority, f 
and Influence, act the Vertues and Powers 
of Government they are Endow'd with, 
for the Good and Happineſs of the People. © 
under their Conduct. To be great BleſingM 
0 Men is to be Gags to them. And ſuch 
"ITE moſt of Aung, true Magdy. anc 
59105 SGloryſ 


2 1 
n 
8 


0. as divenſe — moſt 3 and 


—_ Intereſt ofthe State they ſtand related 
Power and Knowledge will not alone 


nant Beings, Who ate nothing but Oppo 


60. Ir is not a true Divine Greatneß and 
Supcriotity to have more Power, Riches 
end Knowledge than others; but to Em- 


o th World; and be greater bleſſings to 


neſs appears with Advantage; ſuch are like 
The Great Light of Heaven Which diſpen- 


every one will be ready to own the Cha- 
Hacter they bear, ſtile chem Gods, and clit 
ren of the Higheſt, 


and heir fin, which is the P 


[cherithing Influences upon all about them; 
and axe moſt uſeful and ſerviceable to the 


er a Divine Greatneſs; Theſe are 
found to a great degree in the moſt Malig: 


tion to the Nature, and Government of 


ploy all theſe Advantages to do mare Good 
thoſe under their Inſpection. Now Great- 


ſes its Influences far and wide; they are 
a Publick Fountain, whoſe waters low 
Non to all; and the whole People drink 

pf them, and are refreſhed thereby; and 


And thus 70 Splended Title, given to 
lers, leads us to the Original deſign of 
ö ai 
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24 An Election Sermon}; 
It tells us what the Governing deſign of tion 
Government ought to be in all acts of us t 
Power whether Tegiſlative or Executive : hi 
; Whar Bleſſings all Rulers ought to be, and true 
Soo Ones will be to a People. Their gree 
Power is deſigned but as + a Miniſtry 285 
under GOD, for the good of Men: Thar thus 
under their ſhadow they may have ſweet It 
Repoſe, Lead Quiet and Peaceable Lives 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty: They are 
to be the Guardians of their Religion and 
i Property, their Liberties, Civil & Sacred: 
That in their Watchfulnefs, Care, and ma- 
my Fatigues, their People may fecurely ſit 
under their own Vines and Figtrees, take 
their Reſt, and enjoy their Lives, Eſtates, 
Friends, and innocent Pleaſures wit hout 
Annoyance. That Rulers are to be the 
Guardian Angels of the State to Watch o- 
ver, and Miniſter to it: As the Lights of 
the World to direct, warm and cheriſh al! 
under their Influence; to be as the Foxy- 
 datzons,and Pillars of a building; who are 
cWo preſerve the State from a Diſſolution. 
I The very Nature of things, and the 
Primary Intention of GOD in the Ordina- 
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2 Sam. 23.3. As a Rule over des, ubich 4s. 
thus deſcanted on by” *. a-Maſterly. hund. 


et, or an Arbitrary: Power, Without 


«Mex; and not a Power like thar; which 


Man, and the Ends of Civil Society; it 

« is a Conduct over free and cealtitiablo 

« Beings; who need indeed to be Governed, 

but ought not to be Broken by the force, 

46 N weight of Pow rr. 
It was never deſigned either by 60D 

or Men; that ſome ſhould. be 


. lick. Rulers have Power, but it is à li- 


che mited Authority; limited by the. Will of 1 
lina- wk and Right Reaſon, by the General ' 
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An Election Sermon 25 
tion of Gin Government, — * points 
us to the general Happineſs & Proſperity, 
which Rulers ought to have in w¹uF⏑ The 
true meaſure of Government we have a- 
greeably laid down by the Spirit of GOD, 


Ti 


= 
1 
14 
29 
. 
8 
1 


It is a Rule, and not an Abſolute Domini 
«Lawes and Meaſures; It is a Rule over 


tee have over Beaſts, Rule ſuited to the 
Principles of Reaſon, to the end- 


advanced | 
to Power and Dignity, to raiſe their parri- 
cular Glory, either in Oppoſition to,or Se: 
peration from the happineſs: of the Pub+ : 


1 


9 N 


' ** Eleclon Wü 
| Rules of Je ent, and the particular 
Lawes Stated in a Land. Government 
Was ae en nel that Some men might 
have Advantage to be Beaſts of Prey, to the 
feeblet part of Mankind; nor that Others 
mould ee a neceſſity of becoming 
Beat of Burden ; for ere fub- 
2 1 e End of all Rule. Men 
enjoy the Name ng Power of GOD, not 
to make themſelves Great and Terrible; . 
to make any tremble but the vi Gben : not 
F. eee e to ſa- 
tisfy the Ravenous Luſts of Dominion, 
ous and Covetouſneſs: for thus they | 
would bear the Character and Image, not 
155 of GOD); but of the: Grand Enemy and De- 
ſtroyer of Mankind. But che deſign of all 
rhe. Power, Greatneſs, and Superiority 
communicated to them from GOD, is that 
they may approve chemſelves God to the 
World, i. e. che Greareft — —— 
| Rulers. anſwer therefore 
| they will have no greater joy chan to ſec 
\- theirPcople flouriſh in Wealth, Strength 
. and Peace ; famous for all thoſe Vertues 
of Righteouſneſs, that Exalt a Nation: 
7 ed will e que n Prof: Beat 
Bj! +, Weg ts FRY 3 


4 


ſible refreſhment, in the moſt Noble and 
Divine ſenſe, partake of rhe Publick hap- 


and the Moſt High will own them his Ch 
dren. This is ok End of Government, '& 


in this Title. 


all ¶ imitating the bleſſed GOD, and making 


ity his Government their Pattern and Standard. 
hat They (muſt be Cod lite, in their Perſonal 


the | Endowments and Publick Managements. 


en They muſt be Gaz by reſembling the bleſ- 5 
ter, ſed GOD in the Perſonal Excellencies of 


ſee their Minds, in thoſe Vertues & Graces, 
gth which are the Image of GOD on che Soul. 
ues External Dignity challenges Inberent Ex. 
n: cedency: The greateſt Glory, Perfection, 


e 


- An Eleftion en 27 
rity of their People heir Laſt view in 
all their Adminiſtrations; and Eſteem it 
as their Own Glory; and wich the moſt ſen- 


pineſs, and of every part, as if the wh 0 5 
were their own Pa fun Such are Gods, 


is che Second thing comprehended in the 25 
Divine Character put on them. We now 
come to the Third & Laſt ching included . 


3. Ir ſuggeſts that Rulers can only 


ot Aſffert the Dignity of their Character, and 
e- Bl Anſwer the Bud of their Inſtitution, by 


dean and Nobil en conſiſt im a con. 
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238 An Election Sermon 
formity to the Communicable Perfections, 
and Beauties of the Divine Nature; and 
the Participations of theſe Vertues, and 
Divine Characters, which are Propounded 
for the Reaſonable Creatures Imitation in 
bis Manner and Meaſure. Without this 
Reſemblance they will foully flurr their 
O Character, reproach Government, and 
render it Ridiculous : Foly' ſet in great 
Dignity will make but an odd Figure; and 
afford a ſpectacle which will be rather 
hooted at, than reverenced and obey d. 
And as they are to Imitate GOD in the 
Sublime qualities of the Mind; ſo in their 
Adminiſtrationt. Rulers muſt ſet GODS 
Government before them, and endeavour 
to Form themſelves in their whole Ma- 
| nagement by this perfect Model. 2 Their 
Rule muſt be a Lively Emblem of the 
Beauty and Excellency, Perfection and 
Advantage of GODS Government. 
Here it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
GOD, tho' He be Lord Paramount of Hea- 
ven and Earth; and his Sovereignty un- 
accountable, being Infinite, Abſolute and 
Independent; yet He alwayes Exerciſes 
his Supream Authority according 7 _ 
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An Hlection Sermon. 29 
Aules of the moſt Conſummate Wiſdom, 
Spotleſs Righteouſneſs, Unblemiſh'd In- 
tegrity, and Difſuſive Goodneſs, He 
governs not by unaccountable Will, or in- 
conſtant humour, which are imperfections 

his Nature can't ſuffer, but by Stable Mea- 
ſures, as may beſt ſuit the Nature and Cir- 
cumſtances of his Subjects, and the Noble 
ol his Governmenn n. 
Hence Rulers, of all Orders, ought to 
conform to and regulate themſelves in all 
their Adminiſtrations, by this Divine 
Standard. Their Government ſhould be 
a Tranſcript, and Viſible Image of the Dz- 
vine Rule. And the more Exactly they 
conform to this Meaſure; the nearer they 
approach in their Rule over Men to the 
Divine Pattern; the brighter will be the 
Characters of Divine Glory reflected 
on them; This Imitation of GOD 
is neceſſary to Maintain the juſt honours 
of their Station, to anſwer the End of their 
Elevation, and the deſign of Government 

it ſelf. And here I ſhall mention a few 
Capital Articles, in which Rulers as Gods, 
are to Imitate the Glorious GOD: All 
which will be found Eſſential to the Cha- 
racter of Gods, imprinted on them. As, 
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I. As God they muſt be Wiſe and Stil. 
full. The Supream Governour of the 


World is the Only Wiſe 60D; 1 Tim. 6. 17. 
He is Wiſdom in the Abſtract: Prov 8.14. 
- Counſel 13 Mine, and Sound Wiſdom: I am 


Underſtanding. This Attribute appears 
with Surprizing brightneſs in the Govern- 
ment of the World. When the Methods 
of Providence are moſt Unſearchable, there 


s chen Reaſon to cry out; Oh the depth 


both of the Wiſdom and Hnowleuge of GOD 


He fully underſtands the Nature, and 


Powers of all Creatures; all. things in 


their ſeveral Relations and Dependencies, 


the fitneſs of Means to propounded Ends; 
and hence acts all things according to the 


Rules of the moſt Conſummate Wiſdom ; 
and has in all Ages ſo turned the Wheels 


of Providence, as might ſuit the End of 
Government: & as became the infallible 

Conduct of Him, who is Great in Counſel, 
That is placed above on the THRONE. 


Ins proprotion, Rulers on Earth are God,, 


becauſe they are herein to reſemble the 
Eternal KING, the only Wiſe GOD; and 


muſt; partake of his Wiſdom, -. This qua- 


lification Moſes gives of Rulers: Deut. I. 13. 
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An Election Sermon. 31 
Tate ye Wife and Underſtanding Men. The 
e want of Skill & Prudence in Rulers; will 
bring Government into Contempt: The 
End of Rule cant be attained, nor the 
Dignity of their Station ſuppotrted. Blind 
Guides, unskilful Pilots are a Soleeiſm in 
terms; & threaten no common miſchief 
to thoſe that are under their Conduct. It 
is condemned by the wiſe Socrates,” as an 
Error too common in the World, yet moſt 
fatal to the good of it; that while ſeveral 
years are thought little enough to be ſpent 
in acquiring the skill of any Trade, how 
Mean and Mechanical ſo ever it may be; 
yet, in caſe of Publick Adminiſtrations of 
Government, which of all Profeſſions has 
moſt of Difficulty and Intricaey, every one 
is ready to think himſelf abundantly qua- 
lifyed ; and ſuch, as are of very Indifferent 
improvements in Knowledge, are too of- 
ten Exalted, and ſet in Places of Dignity. 
It is a judgment, digg with many Woes, 
when + God takes away the Pruaent from 
a People; and gives them Children to be 
their Princes, and Babes to Rule over them. 
The wiſe Man Pronounces a Woe upon 
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12 32 In Election Sermon. 
uch a People: Eccl. 10.16. Woe unto thee, 
D Land, when thy Ning is a Child. 
On the contrary, it is an happy Omen 
upon a Land, when Rulers are like the 
leads of Iſſachar: + Men that had Un- 
Aerſtanding of the Times, to Know what Hra- 
el ought to do. That City, ſays a Wiſe 
_ Heathen, is happy, whoſe Governour is a 
Philoſopher, z.e. a Man of Wiſdom. - And 
2̃ greater Philoſopher has aſſured us, that 
by a Mar of Underſtanding the State of a 
Land i prolonged, Prov. 28. 2. Such Ru- 
lers are ſingular bleſſings, which GO, in 
love to a People, ſometimes bleſſes them 
with. Thus the Queen of -Sheba pro- 
nounces Iſrael happy in the Wiſdom of So- 

| domon: 2 Chron. 9. 7. Happy are theſe thy 
Men, happy are theſe thy Servants, which 
Stand continually before thee, and hear th 60 
Wiſdom. This will render the Perſons of gf hi 
Rulers Venerable in the Eſtcem of their Inzeg 
People; and their Authority more forcible It 
3 and awtul. + Thus all Iſrael feared Solo- degre 
mon, for they ſaw the Wiſdom of GOD was Knox 
1 in him. All other Endowments, requiſite every 
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for Government, will be but of little, an 
uncertain uſe without Prudence. Zeal & 


Conrage without skill to direct their influ- 


ences, and temper their heat, will many 
times do more harm than good; they will 
either miſtake their object, or exceed in 


degree; which too often cauſes no ſmall 


confuſions. Integrity, and good Intention 
are not ſufficient to ſecure Government 
from contempt, nor the State from Ruine, 


without a Spirit of Judgment to direct the 
choice of proper Means for the Publick 


ſafety: This Skill and Prudence gives a 


luſtre to other Excellences that qualify 


Men for Government, and render them 
influential to the happineſs of a Common 
Wealth. It was Davids Glory, and 1ſraels 
ſafety; that he was Wiſe as an Angel of 
GOD; and guided them by rhe Skilfulne/S 
of his hands, as well as according to the 
Integrity of his heart, Pſal. 78. 72. 


Ir muſt be acknowledged, that the ſame 
degree of Wiſdom, nay the ſame kind we 


Knowledge, is not equally neceſſary 
every Ruler: As chere are different De. 


grees and Stations in Government; ſo 


Wiſdo m has its ſeveral gradations; and is, 
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2s to Sort, and Degree, to be proportioned 


to the ſeveral Characters, and Offices that 
are ſuſtained: That Knowledge that may 
qualify far the Counſel Board, may not for 


the Tribunal of Juſtice: Superior Wiſdom 


i requiſite for a Superiour Station in Go- 
vernment ; Yet every Order of Rulers 
muſt have a due proportion of it. 
Again, The State and Circumſtance of 
2 People may be more perplexed, difficulr, 
and intricate at one Day than an other; 
either by reaſon of the darkneſs and intri- 


cacy of Divine Providence, or the preva- 
lency of evil humours among a People 
themſelves: and ſuch a day requires great- 


er force and light of Underſtanding in Ru- 


lers: A Storm FEQHEFS: rden skill chan 


2 callth. ..... 
Thus the {tile of Gods requires chat Ru- 


lers reſemble GOD in this Divine Excel- 


lency, that they may maintain their Glory, 
and anſwer t 


There muſt be Wiſdom to judge what 


1e End of their Creation. 


Laws are proper to be made, and what 


Sanctions are proper to enforce them; 


there muſt be Wiſdom to underſtand the 
1 Powers, Mo Para Rights and 


R . r * — Pri. 
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Privileges to be preſerved, and the Laws 
which are to be Executed: There is an 


happy Dexterity and Still in zoVerning, 


and adminiſtring the affairs of the Publick 
to the beſt advantage; which is a rare 


Talent, which Rulers are allow d to Covert, 


This comptehends in it a ſuitable Know- 


lege of the complexion and humours of 


the People committed to their truſt ; what 
Diſtempers they are moſt lyable to, and 


what Remedies moſt proper for them, and 
what the right Seaſons to make the Ap- 
plications whether for Prevention, or af- 


ter Remedy: There muſt be skill in the 


general Maxims of Government, and Pru- 


dence in a pertinent Application of theſe 


to Emergent caſes, that by an orderly con- 
duct the great affairs & deſigns of a State, 
| be carry d on to an happy Concluſion : 
There is to this requiſite a Penetrating Sa- 
gacity to foreſee Publick dangers, & a ſea- 
lonable Precaution to guard againſt them: 
And for this End Rulers ſhould be men of 


deep Thoughr, good Experience, and of 
great Preſence of Mind; that they may 
not be ſhoved beyond their reaſon by a- 
ny unexpected Emergencies ; but that 
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they may maintain their temper unſhoekt, wre 

| and well lay'd deſigns unbroken, what lire 
| ever may aſſault then. [ nic 
E Thus, they that are Gods among Men Op 
muſt labour to partake of Divine Wiſdom, mer 
and reſemble GOD, who is wonderful in on | 
Counſel, and excellent in Working. Thus the 

FS God-like was Foſeph, and Daniel ; an Ex- 2 C 
cellent Spirit, the Spirit of Wiſdom, like ro | for 3 
GOD, was found in them; On the ac- Þ who 
count of which they were raiſed to the firſt, Jer : 

Seat of Government; Foſeph in Egypt, and I er. 
Daniel in the Court of Babylon and Perfra. Reſp 
And when Rulers are deſtitute of this Ex- _ E 
cellency, their Dignity will be degraded, ſelve 

their Duty neglected, and will roo well de- Law 
ſerve the Character given of Coniah, not Rule 

Gods, but deſpiſed broken 1dols; Yeſſels, ᷑eou 
wherein is uo pleaſure, Jer. 2 2. 8. Imit 

2. Rulers, as Gods, muſt be Rzghteous | Nour 
and Juſt in all their Adminiſtrations. - Rule 
I)! be Sceptre: of GODS Throne is a dege 


, e of Righteouſneſs : Clouds & Dark- Kan r 
neſs many times incircle the Throne of Kigb 
Heaven, yet RIGHTEOUSNESS and | May: 
JFiusagunent are always the Habit ation there- , II 

| | of : Forhe is the Juſt GOD, and can do no lers 
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- 
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wrong. And nothing can be more oppo- 
ſite to the Divine Government, than when 
Iniquity ſitteth in the Seat of Juſtice; and 
a Oppreſſion is found in the Place of Judg- 
ment. Fehoſophat enforces his charge up- 
1 on his Judges with the Conſideration of 
the Divine Righteouſneſs, & Impartiality. 
2 Chron. 19. 6, 7. Take heed what you do, 
Fer ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, 
who z with you in the judgment : Wherefore 
let the fear of the Lord be upon you: for | 
there is no iniquity with the Lord God, nor 
Reſped of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts. | 
_ Herein Rulers are to approve them 
ſelves Gods. It is a Statute ofthe Great 
 Law-giver of the World, that they which 
Rule over Men be Juſt, 2 Sam.23.3. Righ- 
teouſneſs is the Glory of GOD; and an 
Imitation of Him herein will be the ho- 
us nour of Rulers, and the happineſs of the 
- Þ Ruled. Knowledge without Juſtice will 
a Þþ degenerate into Craft & Subtility, which 1 
can never be ſafe for the Publick : where 9 
of Righteouſneſs is wanting, the deeper the 
nd Management,the morePernicious the Power. 
5 The Title of Gods, requires, that Ru- 
lers be like Fob, that Great Man of the 
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FPuaſt, Job 29. 14. I put on Righteouſneſs, & 
ir clout he me: My judgment was a Robe & 
Diadem. This quality has conſecrated | mu 
the Name of Aiſtides; and he is juſtlß | no! 
celebrated by the * Hiſtorian, that when as; 
other great Men of the World, had afſum- | Eaſt 
ed Names that carryed in them Power & | whe 
Violence; as Thunderers, Conquerors, | frell 
Deſttoyers of Cities, Hawks and Eagles; Che 
Hie afſumed themote Kingly and Divine His g 
Appellation of Juſt. And the Hiſtorian, | thei 
the an Heathen, well deſcants upon the Rig! 
Divine Excellency of Juſtice; and Tays, Pall. 
|. Juſtice makes ſuch as ate in Power & Au- Let: 
thority to lead the Life of a God; but the | wide 
Tontraty that of a Beaſt. Herein there- | fubcl 
_ fore the Rule GOD has appointed overt over, 
Mien, ſhould be a fair Tranſcript of the Care 
_ / Righteouſneſs & Equity of theDivine Ad- As a 
_ _ Miiniſtrarions.' Agreeably the Wiſdom of | Whie 
Heaven has taught us, that the Throne is ty, S 
_ _ Effabliſhed by Ri ghteouſneſs, Prov. 16.1 2. all Q 
And GODby che Prophet calls upon Ru- niſtra 
lers: Amos 5. 24. Let Judgment run down that 
waters, and RighteouſneſS as d mighty i come 
| - Fream. Judgment run down 4 waters,Q D, and 
2 -» * Plunarch in vita Ariftids . _— 
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|| Fhat Rulers ate to be Living Fountains 
of Juſtice among men, and Righteouſneſs 
muſt flow from them in theit Adminiſtra- 


tions as naturally, fully, and freely 
as Streams from a 


Eaſe and Plenty, and ſot Univerſal uſe; 


4 

ci 

where all may come and drink, and be re- 
5 ſreſhed; Streams that will Water and 


e is good among a People, and make it with 


5 paſſble Riy 1 80 the Se: , 
2 Let the 1. of Juſtice be fo deep and 


ſubtle Tranſgreflors may deſpair to leap 
over, or ford them: But be ſtopt in their 


As a Landi. flood, as ſome others Read it, 


ty, Strength and Violence, and bears away 
all Oppoſition before it: thus the Admi- 


come all Im 


sive 2 n (90! Repuration of a City of 


1 
* 


ing Fountain, with 


Cheriſh all; guard and ſecure What ever 
their moiſture. to thrive: and flouriſh ; and . 
« 8 ki 2 a a mighty Stream: at an un- 
nty read it; i. e. 


wide that the biggeſt, boldeſt and moſt 


Career; and brought to a ſtand by them. 
which tolls, down with irreſiſtible; Bait 1 


niſtrations of Juſtice muſt proceed with 
that Zeal, Reſolution and Force as co -i 


I 1 
1 h 
. 
ok 
BE 
+. L008 
= 
£9 
* 4 
„ £8 
5 
_ 
r { x 
Yi 
1 
111 
+ 1-08 
\ 
> To 
I 24 
: 358 
4 
0 ; 
„ of 
15 
$34 
Xx , 
N 
1 RI 
i 
1 
1 
1 
1719 F 
e 
G 13 
1 +: Fd 77 
554 5 
1 
N iy i 
* AT 
1 Tz 
TY FF 
15 7 
$0 1 # - 
35 4 
* ©. % 
2 "7 1 * 
N 
* 5 S=& 
2 I Fu 
K Is 
© Y 
© 
it 3. 87 
#5 o *. 
N 2 
a+ © 
x. 
it > its 
44 
1 
i 
* 
#R þ 
*& i 
FF £4 
1 
g 4 : 
# 
* 3 
3-H 
1 
& 70 
F3. 
[1 (25 
"3 : % 
*Y 
5 
8 
I 3 
F. 
| 
6 
R 1 
4 
8 
Kt 
8 1 
"4 
3a 
* 
77 
/ 5. 
1% 
2 
1 
2 
1 
7 
43 
1 
1 
18 
1 
| = 
A 
6 S 
[| OE 
TT. 
4 
2 4 
* 5 
3 
17 
17 
"ie 
iv * 
1 
37 
* 
I 


Ky} 
1 
. 1 
) '* 

11 . 

445 
1 
1 
1 
1 

\ $4 

i 

bis 

4 
N 
55 A 
N 
eln 
$4. 
e 
NDR 
wat. 
N Us x 
1 
Mb PPE 
3 
17 
Ky 


andTemprations/ chat Gppoſe This would ä 
0 | F . 


— — 6 r eee 
22 — — eu <td Doorn * <> <> — — — | — — os - gh * » Re ko EE, — 1 Se — Me, — - 
HAI gun bv it TOES AAA ES ee * . — R —. 10 . A ET ca " 


———— — 
—— — 


2 ů * ———̃ — 
— — — 


— 
— — — — > 


4 —— 


* "F 
8 . 


Rig breonſneß and a Faithful City. Hence, 
this Character of Rulers requires that 


Righteouſneſs be the Girdle of their Loins : 


— 


— 
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That they take care that Righreous 
Las be Enacted; none but fuch, and all 
ſuch, as ate neceſſary for the Safety of the 

Religion & Liberties of a People: Juſtice 
muſt be Exerciſed in guarding the Laws 


with Righteous Penalties, from the Out- 


ages and Infults of the Sons of Belial: 


There muſt be Righteouſneſs in the Ex- 
ecution of the Laws, both in matters of 
Oivil Juſtice, and Criminal: Rulers muſt 


be juſt to GO in maintaining His Right ; 
to their on Characters, and to their Peo- 
ple; Juſt tothe Laws, and the Eſtabliſhed 


Conſtitution they are under; and Subor- 
dinate Rulers muſt be Juſt to their Prince, 


| as well as to the whole Community, and 


every Member of it: They mult take 


care that they do not Pervert Juſtice them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer others under them to 
Perxvert᷑ it, and turn Judgment into Worm- 
wood; that GOD may nor complain that 
He looked” for Judgment, but behold Oy 


preſſion; for Righteouſneſs but behold a Cry. 


Hence their Adminiſtrations of juſtice 


muſt be with Inpartiality; for this is Din.:ͥ 
vine. This Charge Moſes gave to Rulers, WM 
Deut. 1. 17. Le ſhall not reſpect Perſous in 
Judgment; bur you ſhall hear the Small! 
as well as the Ereat; You ſhall not be 2d = 
| fraid of the face of Man, for the Judpmenc WM 
is GOD. A Criminal Partiality in Rùu- 
ö lers portends Ruine to a State. It be: 
comes Rulers as God not to be way, ⁵ 
: | by-Perfonal Favour or Prejudice, by Pri- 
- | vate Advantages, and Views. .'Friendfſhip 
f muſt not byaſs Rulers; but they muſt be 
t | like Levi know neither Father nor Mo- 
ther, Brother nor Siſter in the cauſe of 
Juſtice. There is good Inſtruction in the 
Carriage of that Heathen, who upon his 
Advancement into Government, took a 
ſolemn Farewel of his Friends and Rela- 
tions; intimating thereby that they muſt 
not expect from him any Regards in the 
Diſcharge of his Office, but What others 
mould have an equal Claim to. And it 
was a juſt Rebuke, that fatiliui a Noble 
Roman; gave to a particular Friend, Who 
Reproach'd him for Breach of Friendſhip, 
Yo in denying ; his Unj aſt Petition; vx. that : 
de de could with Eaſe bear the loſs of ſuch 
r N TL 
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IF | R TENG was abe! pre- 


ſervedl on ſuch hard Terms, as breaking 


 throughthe:Rules of Juſtice and Honoui 


| To accept Perſons in Judgment is not 
good, Frou. 24. 25. Rulers muſt not be 
lead ont of the way of Juſt and Right, 


either by undue Favour to Friends, or 
unjuſt * ainſt Enemies. There is 


alſo a Criminal Tendertiefs & Compaſſion 


to ache Poor, as well as a Faulty Reſpeck 
the Rich, which is equally an Enemy 


to Juſtice; and muſt be avoided: The 
Small as well as Great are to be heard; 


yet the Small no more chan Great ro be 


Reſpected in their Cauſe. 


Again, Rulers are not * 8 by 


Fear; they muſt not fear the Faces of men. 
| Courage is a neceſſary Qualification in a 
Ruler. The Ballances of Juſtice ſhould 
be held ſteadily; but this cant be where 
Fear makes the Heart and Hand to trem- 


ble. They that are like Ephraim, Sil 


Doves, wirhout an Heart, are a Reproach 

to Government; and can never maintain 
the Honour, nor diſcharge the Duties of 
their Character. The Sword of Juſtice in 
a W Hand "m never be, either 4 
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Pro- 
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Protection to the Innocent, or Terror todo 
— •.m · ·˙ůͤ . T ˙ b 9 
fluenced by Private Advantage: It is un- 
: godlike for Rulers to Cry, Give, Give. 
| It is inconſiſtent with the End of Rule, and = 
Iwill be a deep ſtain upon Government: 
when Juſtice is Bought and Sold: and x- 
veous 600; for the Tabernacles of Bri= Iii 
7 || bery peculiarly ly open to the Devouring 
Flames of Heaven. And how unbecoming wi. 
3 
e 


ir will be ſuch, who bear the Name of | 
60D upon them thus to Proſtitute Juſtice! 
Thus Impartial ought Rulers to be in 
their Adminiſtrations. And it is but 
what the Reaſon of mankind approves of. 
And the Admonitions hereof were given 
by the Thebans, whe were wont to pour- 
tray their Rulers Blind and i thuut Hands; 
Blind that they might not reſpect Perſons, 
and without Harde, that they miglit 
receive no Gifts; which the Wiſe man 
tells us will Blind the Eyes of the Wiſe. 
Again, As Rulers muſt Adminiſter | 
Juſtice with Impartialiiy, fo they muſt 
Temper Juſtice with - Lenity ; for this is | 
149) | TM e 


+ Rulersmay be over 


n 


32 In - Ai 1 Bl6fton' ae 
. 1 like GOD : Lenity co Pacer 
| Perſons, ſometimes may be a Publick In- 


a Juarez yet ſometimes Mercy is Juſtice; 


and not to ſhow it would be an Injury. 
Extream Right is often Extream Wrong. 
uch Righteous z when 
Las are interpreted in their utmoſt Ri- 
gur, and accordingly. Executed, when 


chere is a Latitude in the Law, and the 
End might be obtained DytakinghD in the 


Favourable ſence ; - Mercy preſerveth 


z 1 and upholdi bis Throne, Prov. 20. 
28. All Laws muſt not, like Dracos be 
 writin Blood. Puniſhments muſt be pro- 


portioned to the Nature, and degree of 
Crimes. There are the Rods: as well as 
Axer of Rulers. Thus it is Divine in 
Rulers to temper the ſeverity of Juſtice 
with Clemeney: It is an Imitation of 
600; for Judgment is GOD's Nrarge 
es but Merey is his Delight. © 
3. As Hod a Fatberly Affection, Tender- 


breathe forth in all their Adminiſtrations. 
This is the Character of GOD's:Govern- 
ment over his People. In all their Afflictiou 
Z de 1 4 e for ebem : And when he is 
5 „ con- 


Po 


1 neſs and Compaſſion to their People muſt 


ky Kb 'D 
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conſtrain d to chaſtize them, it is with a * 
Fathers hand and bowels. 

And this will be the Glory of kia On 


Earth, to bear ſuch a Paternal affection to 
a People as their Children. Of old the 


Rulers, among ſeveral Nations, gloryed in 


the Name of "Farkas, as the moſt honou- 
rable Title that could be given them. Thus 


_ every. King among the Philiſtines, upon 


their advancement aſſumed the appellati- YL 
on of Abimelech ; the Engliſh of which is, 


the King my Father. Among the Romans, 


their Conſuls, Generals, and afterward 
their Emperors, were moſt ambitious. of 
the Name of Fathers, as the brighteſt Ti- 
tle of Honour.  * And the beſt as well 
lateſt accounts of China tell us, that it is a 
ſtanding Maxim of that Government, that 
Kings are properly the Fathers of their 
People, and not Maſters: placed in the 
. — to be Served by Slaves: And this 
Idea of their Prince is ſo. deeply imprinted 
in the Minds of all; that when any Pane: 
gyrick is made in praiſe of the Emperor, 


it is upon this head of his aſfection do his 


9 85 and form his Character not from 5 


MT 7 — FIT 
* Vide Le Cowpte" 8 Memoirs, 
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55 skill in War, and Politicks, but as he has 
approved himſelf a Father to them. And 


this well becomes the Character of all 
RNulers, if they would conform themſelves 
to the Divine. Their conduct muſt be 
gentle, ſuited to the Inſirmities of the 


State. They muſtSymparhize with their 


People in all their difficulties, forrows ; & 


ſenſibly reſent all the Evil they groan un- 


"uu even when they ſuffer thro' their 
Sun default, and can't be perſwaded by 
Rulers from thoſe Meaſures that prove fa- 
tal to them: They muſt be render of them 
hen infected with evil humours, and the 
diſtempers of a perverſe Spirit. Their 
bowels of Compaſſion muſt peculiarly 
move towards them, when they are under 
ſtacies from God, and under ter- 


ible impreſſions ot his Wrath, both in 
Temporal Judgments, & Spiritual Plagues. 
=p the Head in the Natural body feels the 
uneaſy Sate of the whole and each Mem- 
ber; 16 theſe are to have a molt ſenſible 
| Sh all the loſſes, reproaches, burdens 
_ &dangers;that annoy theirPeople; & their 


tenderneſs muſt be Expreſt in taking the 


 "=_ meaſures for * Relief & Comfort. 
e This 


. — * . 
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Ibis On Affection appeared in 
Moſes, when GOD's Wrath was breaking 5 
in upon the Camp of Iſrael, So in David 
When the deſtroying Angel had made ſuch - 


deſolations among the Tribes of hisPeople. 
As Fathers Rulers muſt be like the Chari- 


table Samar itan pour Wine and Oyl into 
the Wounds of their People, and bind 
them up: If once a Breach be made they 
muſt thruſt into the Gap ; If the Plague be 
begun, they muſt haften an Atonement : 
Thus like Fob they muſt Comfort the Mour- 


ners. Thus they will reſemble GOD, 


who is full of Farherly compaſſion ; who 
Delivers the needy, the Poor alſo, and bis. 


that has no helper. © 

As Gods,they muſt render themſelves 
With the Truſt and Confidence. of their 
People. Ir is the Prerogative of the E- 
VEKLASTING ROCK, GOD, AL- 
SUFFICIENT, to deſerve the Abſolute 


dependence, and Intire confidence of the 


Rational Creature: Andi it is his Glory to 


be Stiled the GOD of hope, the Confidence of 
the Ends of the Earth; 8 the Shadow 


of whoſe wings men may with Security 


truſt; on whom they may devolve all 
5 "And 


thoir cares. 
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48 An Election Sermon. 
And both the Glory of Rulers, and the 
7 Bud of Government, tequite that thoſe that 

are appointed Goas on Earth reſemble 
S800 herein. The Roman Orator has 


Stated it as the Height of Glory to Merit 


that Eſteem and Reverence of Men, as to 


be truſted by them. That a People may 


with Satisfaction, in Subordination to 
600, commit their Lives, Liberties, Re- 
ligion, and Eſtate to their Guardian - ſhip, 

and Patronage. Now beſides the En- 
dowments already mentioned, there are 
more peculiarly three Qualifications in 
Rulers neceſſary to create, and conciliate 
_ this Eſteem and Confidence; in which they 


arxe to aſſert the Glory of their Character, 


and Imitate GOD: viz. Trath and Integ- 
rity, Diligence and Aﬀtvity in their Poſt ; . 
and a Steady Conduct. 

There is requiſite 7. ruth and fiearity 

It is one Effential Character of the Su- 
pream Being that He is a 600 of Truth, 


Dent. 32.4. And Jethro makes it a neceſ- 


_ fary qualification for Magiſtrates, Exod. 
18.21. That oy be Menof Truth. It was 


Davidscommendation, that he led GOD's 


1 Lie TY to 3 Integrity of his 


Left 


An Election Sermon. 49 
| heart, Plat: 78. alt. Without this, Know- 


0 ledge, Policy and Power are not Vertues 
ient to demand this Truſt and Con- 


CY, 


fidence. Knowledge without this Inte— 

c rity will render men ſuſpected; and power 
| will render them only formidable; But 1 
| Truthand Integrity will put a Divine luſtre >. > 
upon both. It is a crocked Maxim in 
Politicks, That the Art of Diſſimulation 

is Eſſential to the skill of Governing. On 
the contrary Rulers muſt have a Sacred 
regard to the Rules of Truth : There 
muſt be Truth in their Words, Promiſes, 

andOaths; their Deportment wichoutDiſ- 
guiſe; ; without the little Arts of Simulation 
or Diſſmulation ; neither pretending what 
is not, nor concealing or diſguiſing what is. 
Men of falſehood bear the Image of the _ 
| Fatherof Lies. But nothing ought to be 
„ | more firm than the Truth and Word of 
- | Government. Such only are fit to Exe- 
cute the Fudgment of Truth in the Gates. 
E This is to be We the Moſt High, the True 
600; Such only can Expect the confi - 
dence of 93 5 For falſchood, ack oa _ 


* Qui neſcir ciſimalare, neſcic regnare, - 
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50 An Election Sermon. 
criſy and Deceit remove the Mae. 
of Confidence. 


Again, To gain this Truſt there: 1S re- 


quiire i in Rulers Vigilance, Activity, and 


an Awaken'd Application to the duties of 
their Poſt. The GOD, and Governour 


of Urael does never ſſumber, nor is He ever 


weary or faint, but watches over his Peo- 


ple night and day. A Pattern for ſuch, 
as Rule over Men. A Sluggard, Who 
keeps his Arms folded, is unfirtor Govern- 


ment. It is the Command of Heaven 
that Rulers rule with Diligence: and At- 


tend Continually on this very thing: Rom. 


12.8 & 13: 6. To Rule is the Work of 
800, ind his Work muſt not be done 


| Negligently. It is the ſaying of the Firſt 
of the Grecian Poets, That a Publick 
Counſellour may not Sleep a whole night. 
While others Sleep Magiſtrates muſt 

Watch; while others are ſecure in their 
Cabin, theſe muſt be at the Helm all Wea- 


thers. They muſt be Vigilant to fore-ſec 


Publick dangers, and Induaſtrious to pre- 


vent them; to obſerve Advantages, and to 


| improve chem for the good of the Com- 


2 en. LAT 


r 


. . * Homer lid B. 


— 


mon- 


mon- Wealth. They may not be flo 
in buſineſs if worthy of the Confidence of a 
People. Sloth, Eaſe and Negligence in 
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thful 


1 


Rulers will as infallibly ruine a State, as 
evil deſigns. - Slothful Rulers will give _ 
a looſe to the Reins of Government; the 


Sword of Juſtice will ruſt in the Scabbard, 
and be neither a Terror to Evil-doers, nor 
an Encouragement to them that do well. 
Hence a drouſy and languiſhing Age not 
the fitteſt for Publick buſineſs: But that 


Age that is beſt for addreſs and diſpatch 


in Execution, and vigour as well as Se- 
dateneſs in Counſel. ww 


Again, A Steady Conduct in all their Ad- 


miniſtrations is neceſſary to create a Con- 

fdence. They muſt govern themſelves by 
; Unalterable principles, and fixed Rules, 

and not by unaccountable humours,or ar- 


bitrary will, which is lyable te the great- 


| eſt levity and inconſtancy. Rulers muſt 


not be Trimmers, or Time-ſervers ; and 
vary according to the humours of the 
ny Populace, which are as variable as 

the WeatherGlaſs: They are Foundations 

of a State, and therefore mult be fixed, and 
not totter and hake: They are 1 
—_ ooo. ra 


| $2. 1 a BleGion "EE 
and Pillars muſt not bend like the Oſyer, | Au; 


but ſtand unſhaken like the aged Oak; to. 


_ no are Lights that are ſet on High, and goc 
mult approve. themſelves fixed in their Jg. 
Orb, & move like the Sun, who as a Gyant {| the; 


runs his race, & nothing can turn him aſide. He 


Theſe muſt ſuffer nothing to diſconcett | Sho 


5 them, or break their well digeſted mea- the 


ſures: Neither fraud nor violence, nei- | Firn 
ther flatrery nor calumny muſt be able ro the 
warp them. That a People may know || helc 
what to truſt to, and expect; and this is | oye 
Divine; for GOD. governs by fixed Rule. | He 
9 * hus Rulers are by their Zeal for | ſtrai 
| Truth, their Activity, Vigilance, and | defi 
Steadineſs to create a Confidence in them; the 
and their People will find their Perſons, | may 
and Intereſts ſafe under their Adminiſtra- | Civi 


tion, and can ſecurely repoſe themſelves Ulti 
under their Shadow. — | hi 


F. As Gods, they muſt have a - ven 


© en Noble De / gns and Lurpoſes in View, that be 1 
— GOD has. They are by Office GOD's It is 


Miniſters, and it becomes Fi Eyes of Ser- and: 
vants to be on the hand of their Maſters. deſi 
And ought-ro carry on the ſame deſigns then 


=. che GOD does in his Governmeat ; As and the 


1 55 
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Firmament, according to whoſe direction 
the Wheels and Living Creatures move 


below: Now GOD has made him Head 
over all tliings for the Church, Eph. 1. 22 
He Rules Devils, that they may be re 
ſtrained from Effecting their Malicious 

defigns againſt the Church; He Sways 
the Empire over Good Angels, that they 
may Miniſter to his choſen Inheritance. 
Civil Rulers are to act under Chriſt, and 
Ultimately to aim at che ſame deſign, for 


which He has received All Power in Hea- 
ven and Earth; Their Government muſt 


be ſubordinated, and ſubſervient to his. 
It is the Wiſdom of Kings to fear, ſerve, 
and ſubmit to the Son: To catry on Croſs 
deſigns will incur the guilt of ſetting 
themſelves, and raking counſel againſt 
the LORD, and His CHRIST, { TOs 2 
F Hence 


. ä 
ſtudy to form their Adminiſtrations 98 
to. GOD's Government tends to the 
good of the World; and is eſpecially de- 
Iigu d for the good of his Children, and 
therein the Exaltation of His Own Name. 
He has lay d this Government on the 
1 Shoulders of His ONLIT S. 0 N, who 18 
the MAN upon the Throne above the 


þ +». WH 
1 75 4 _ . 
WJ ” 8 


; bs 
- 3% tp 
7 2 4 
8 iy 
v 1 
x > 
£ - FRY 
= i 
2 
333 &.. | 
f 8 
D 


; 
% - 
** 


Hence Rulers muſt have an Inviolable 
regard to the Laws of GOD; and Employ 
all their Power to advance His Kingdom; 


to guard Religion from the aſſaults, and 


open Defiances of the Immortal, and Pro- 
phane. They ſhould maintain the juſt 


Honours GOD has put upon His Day, 
His Inſtitutions; and the Stewards of His 


* - 


Houſe. To neglect theſe deſigns is to 


| betray them; and to betray them will be 


_ reſented as Treaſon and Rebellion againſt. 
the Majeſty of Heaven. And hence the 
Fear of 600 is a eme qualification 


fror thoſe that are called to Rule over Men, 


| 2 Sam.23.3. This Fear of GOD is not to 
be only a Swaying Motive to their duty, 


but this Fear muſt be made the Rule of 


their Government, as well as Principle 


that acts them. And when they are poſ- 


ſleſt of theſe Divine Principles, andDeſigns, 
and accordingly regulate the Exerciſe of 

their Power, they are God lite, and act as 
ede ro... 

6. As Gods, they muſt ſer their People 
Good Examples. The Bleſſed GOD is the 


Pattern and Standard of all Perfection, in 


Ca — oa» —_— — — pa 
\ * 


Glory 


Conformity to whom che Perfection and 


in the 


| Prece 


\ 
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Glory of Man his Subject does conſiſt: 
Hence we have theſe Precepts, To be 
| Holy as He is Holy; to be: Merciſul as 
| GOD is Merciful ; and to be Followers, 
I or Imitators of GOD as dear Children. 
: Herein Rulers muſt maintain their Cha- 
| racter, & approve themſelves Gods among 
men. They muſt be Conſpicuous Exam- 
ples of Piery, Juſtice, Sobriety; of Zeal 
for the Glory of GOD, His Day, Houle 
and Ordinances. Good Manners muſt 
not only be legible in their Laws, but alſo 
in their Lives. A Ruler is ſometimes cal- 
led by GOD a Seal or Signet, and poſſibly 
one reaſon may be, becauſe what ever is 
„I ingraven on them will leave its impreſſion 
fon their People: and therefore Rulers 
e had need take care that they bear the Sig-  - W 
- | nature of undiſſembled Holineſs, that tlie 
„ | Impreſſion on thoſe under them may be 
f || holy. Superiors by their Example give 
S' || Lawes to men; Their vertuous Actions ä 
I may do more to Reform a vicious Age, 
e chan all other Methods. The good Lives 8 || 
© of ſuch carry Soverignty and Authority - 
n in them; they give Life, Light & Heat to 1 
q Precept; they afford Motiye and Incen- nt 
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| 


| tive to the Vertuous; but reproach and 
upbraid the Vicious. Vertue inthe Lives 
olf menof Figure and Power appears with 
peculiar charms, and beauty: There is 2 
lovely, attractive repreſentation of Reli- 
gion when it ſhines inthe Converſation of 
the Great. It now appears with beams of 
Greatneſs; and becomes more Viſible & 
Conſpicuous, and has a direct tendency 
to make laſting impreſſions on others. 
This will ſtrengthen the Authority of Ru- 
lers, and render their Adminiſtrations in- 
| Hvuentialto all good deſigns. And the Ho- 
nour of Government, the deſign of its In- 
ſtitution can never be ſecure, unleſs they 
T 
On the other ſide, the Evil Examples 
ol Rulers weaken the hands of Govern- 
ment, and ſpread a deadly Infection, 
Which waſfteth at noon day. Theſe make 
Vice reputable, and charming; give au- 
thority to it, take off the reſtraint of fear 
and ſhame, and render all Endeavours to 
fſuppreſs it feeble; and fo harden the vile 
in their Evil wayes. The Evil Lives of 
maneen of Name and Figure are a Publick In- 
Uitation to others to follow them ; and 
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| are as Authentick Paſports to all manner 


of Iniquity ; and a profeſſed Patronage of 


Vice and Immorality. For as One of 
the Fathers obſerves, Subjects ac- 
count it a proper part of their Submiſſion. 
and Deference to Rulers to imitate their 

' Vices : Hence we ſhall always find among 
the Iſraelites that Religion flouriſhed, or 
languiſh't according to the Diſpoſition & 
Practice of their Kings. And it is not to, 
be wondered, if Magiſtrates are Rulers of 
Sodom, that thoſe under their Conduct be 
the People of Gomorrah. If a Ruler hear- 


ken to lies, all his Servants are wicked, 


Prop. 29.12. Thus if Rulers be vertuous, 
they are as the Lights of the World, they 
will direct cheir People into the paths of 
Vertue and Glory; but if Vicious, the7 


are like Baleful Comets, that ſpread 


Plague and Deſolations thro a Land by 
their Malignant Influences. Upon the whole, 
we muſt conclude that ſuch as have the 
ſtile of Gods, ought, as GOD does, to ſet 
their People good Examples: Otherwiſe 
they will cotrupt the beauty, ſtain the 


_ -£ Obſequij quoddem Genus Regis vitis imitari. 
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Honour, which GOD has put on them; [tb 


and render themſelves ann of the 1 
Name of G. LE 
Thus we have taken 3 view of 5 == 

is included. and pointed at in the Divine Wt: 

Title, that GOD has Characterized Civil - as 

| | Rulers by; which was the Second thing | fy 
| - obſervedin the Text. We er Werd — 
tothe Third. 8 


III. That tho Rulers are Gods, ä 
yet they are lyable to Mortality, and the na 
E Conſeguents thereof, as Men. This be 


truth is no Secret, but lyes open to the K. 
Obſervation of all; that to Eſſay an Ela- | 
| borate Confirmation of it is needleſs: | Ri 
However, it cant be jmproper by a few Go 
hints to Endeavour to awaken a lively no 
ſenſe hereof, that may affect the heart an 
and Re... Ge 


| Y 5 The Greateſt 3 are but S; irits in | th: 
Fleſb: They are of the ſame Make and | the 
Conſtitution with others; That Decree | {el 

of Heaven, Heb. 9. 27. has the ſame aſpect | M 
upon them, as upon the meaneſt, and may | Cc 
not be diſanulled. They are born under | Pri 
| the guilt of Sin, and the ſentence of Death; | to 
= they vg into _ the World with 00 the 
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the Seeds of Mortality; Which will in a 
little time burſt a ſunder the bands by 


which the Soul and Body are held in Vi- 


tal Union. They are obnoxious to the 

ſame Diſeaſes, Violences, and Caſualties, 

28 Inferiors are; and the leaſt of theſe are 

_ ſufficient to ſtop their breath, and turn 
them to duſt. What Prerogatives they 
may lay claim to on other accounts; yet 


here they ſtand upon a Level. No Exter- 


nal Quality, nor Perſonal Endowment can 
þe any Security from the Arreſts of the 
King of Terrors. 8 


Pl 


MF % 


, Theit Power can't over-awe, nor their 


Riches bribe Death. Where are all thoſe 
Sons of Fame, the Mighty, Rich and Ho- 
nourable, we read of in Story! The Kings, 

and Princes that filled their houſes /with 


Gold and Silver, and the Counſellours of 


the Earth! Are they not gone to Sleep in 
thoſe deſolate Places they built for them- 


ſelves ! Are not all the Bright Stars of the 


Morning cover'd with the dark Cloud at 
Corruption! Where are thoſe Children of 

Pride & Oppreſſion, who made the Earth 
to tremble, ſhook Kingdoms, made 


- the World as a Wilderneſs, and deſtroyed 


a 45 ö 
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F 60. Ann Election Sermon. 
the (ities thereof! How are they fallen, th 
their pomp brought down to the Grave, 
and become as weak as the meaneſt 
of their Vaſſals! The Worm is ſpread 
under them, and the Worm covers them. r 
Again, Wiſdom and Policy cannot protect 
them from Mortality; for the Wiſe dy as 
well as the Fool. Gourage will not; for 
Death cannot be Conquered but by that FEA 
Prince of Life, who has triumphed over 
Death, and is the Life & the Reſurreſtion; 
So that after all their breath muſt go forth, 
and they return to Corruption. | 
As s they are lyable to Death, ſo a Men | 
© they are lyable to the Conſequents of |} 75 
Mortality. Their Bodies will undergo f| 
the ſame Mortifying Changes and Cor 
kruption in the Land of Darkneſs, which! ue 
de Bodies of others undergo. As Mer, | Fi 
- . Their Spirits when ſeperated from their Re 
' Bodies, will not drop into a State of in- 6. 
Activity, inſenſibility; nor ſhall be arreſted 
with aMortalLethargy; but their Seperate 


* 


| Souls, will paſs into the Unſeen World of 
 B U obodyed-Spirits, and be ſubject to the 
| Laws & Government, to the Work and }| 
„ 


11 


| 
Z 
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that State of Separation be either United 
to the Society of Angels and happy Souls, 
or be herded with the degraded Angels, 
and unhappy Spirits of dead men: they 


will, during this State of Death, either 


tremble at the fore: ſight of their re- union 
to their Ancient Bodies; or wait and long 
in this State of Expectancy for the Re- 


demption of their Bodies. As Men, they 


are Accountable, as well as Mortal; and 


muſt appear before the Tribunal of GOD, 
who Reſpecteth not the Perſons of Princes: 
A State either of Immortal bleſs, or miſe- 
ry Expects them after Death: So that as 
Men they are to dye, and have ſomething 


to fear, or hope for, beyond the Grave. 


Thus Death and the inevitable Conſe- 


quents of it, have an equal Aſpe& upon 


Rulers and Ruled. And what a terrible 
Rebuke is this to the preſent Pride and 


Grandeur of Gods on Earth? And what 
happy Influence might the juſt Contem- 
plation hereof have to implant & nouriſh 
thoſe Seeds of Vertue, which may give 


them a bleſſed Proſpect of more Subſtan- 


tial, Weighty & Enduring Glories in that 
State, where there ſhall be no more Death! 
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6 An Eleflicn Sen 
And this naturally leads us to the Fourth 
and laſt ching obterved in our Text. 
I. That it will be of great Advan- 
tage to Temper & Qualify the thoughts 
of their Dignity, with juſt Reflections on 


-þ 


|  - Their Expected Mortality, and its Conſe- 


rms: Rt 

Now the Advantage of theſe RefleQi- 

ons may be Conſidered both as to Rulers 

and Ruled. 

I. It may ba of great deen to Ru- 

ters ; To Temper the thoughts of their 

' Dignity with juſt Reflections on their 

Mortality, and its Conſequents. I ſhall 
mention here three Imporranr Points. | 

pf © 1 

0 1.) Theſe Refleftions will bunch Rulers 


not to over-rate and value their preſent 
Advantages of Honour, and Power over | 


Men. It is of the laſt Conſequence to 
them that they do not Place too great a 


Price upon their preſent Circumſtances of 


Superiority: Now theſe thoughts will 
read them wiſe Leſſons of the Vanity of 
theſe things ; and bring them under a 
full Conviction of the truth of the Pſal- 


50 "mills * aal. 39˙5.  Sarely 2 
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Man at 


Glory aeſcenus after them. Death wreſs 
the Sceptre out of the Monarchs hands ² 
plucks che Crown from oft his head, anadd 
turns his Glory into noiſome Putrefaction k 

and che very fore: thought of it Will ſtain 198 
the Pride of all their Glory. Hence Rig 

Reflections on their Mortality will ſuggeſt 
to ſuch as Sit at the upper End of che 
World, wiſer thoughts of their preſent 

State of Exaltation; and will te 5 them 

that there can bo no rue Greatneſs,but what 
is found in Conjunction wich Jmmortalie- 
ing Googhneſs'; and that without chis inhe- 
rent Greatneſs of Soul, cheir external ad- 
tages of Honour, Power, and Super io- 
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buſed & prided i in; to make their Account 


ie more deep and inſufferable, when 


GOD's conquered Enemies. 


Exalted Stations. Rulers have the ſame 


Luſts within them, as other men; and 
axe beſet with much ſtronger Temptations 
to provoke and inflame theſe Luſts. Sa- 
tan will be moſt buſy with ſuch to eorrupt 
_ and pervert them; and their falls will give 
the Wrath and Mali 
guilving ng Triumph. The World with its 
higheſt charms, and greateſt advantage to 
1 bewirch them: Andd as they have greater 
| advantages than Ohery to purſue the moſt 


& of Hell a diſtin- 


guilty gratifications; ſo they have fewer 


reſtraints, and leſs of obſtruction in their 
Way. They have enough to ſhock and 
try the moſf Eſtabliſhed vertue. How ma- 
ny wayes are they tempred ! And in dan- 
ger of ſullying their Divine Character, by 
E * to — and Vanity, Sloth and 
92 Luxury, | 


more terrible; and their Infamy and 
5 . ſnall be fixed in the Congregation of. 


1 9814 Thoy htswill be 4Peneenful 
ie rfeftion of thoſe 
| Oe ARG that threaten them in their. 


An Elegien d 


Luxury, Covetouſneſs and Oppretiide,. 


They need to keep the ſtricteſt guard, and 
lay the ſevereſt — upon chamſeltes, 
wo nscure them en 8 8 itua 

gers. &: nor 
Now juſt RefleSious-0 on Death: Fu 1 its 
Conſequents will awaken in them ſuch. 
thoughts, as will tend to check, and rein 


in thoſe laſts, that che charms of; Great-: 
neſs do excite. If they remember they 


muſt dye, how- can they grow giddy; or 


be unreaſonably tra 
tering Images of their 
Will nor this thought 
 Temprations to > Luxury: and Senfuality; 
and cool them in the hot purſuit of bortid- 
den 


with the glit- 
preſent; honours. ? 


make them think What agonies and cor- 
vulſions the remembrance of gain gotten 


by Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, will cauſe in 


a dying hour; and what inflaming Items, 


- — —— * 


f the charge « of Power, Riches, and Honour 
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ad tas {fates 


the forcc of 


pleaſures? What Appetita had BeI-- 
ſſbaxxar, when he ſaw and nc the 
band writing on the Mull, to catry on the 
Revell, and compleat the debauch ? This 
proſpeck will pall the -unhallowed Appe- 
tite of Dominion, and Gain; and will 


- 
2 
* * * 
{ — 


* 
* 
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abe v al perverted will be at 


that Impartial Tribunal they muſt 


ſtand before Thus theſe Reflect ions Will 
be of mighty force to abate the Edge of 


be Temptation; and they will give them a 


6 


juſter view of things, as they ſtaud in the 
Light of the other . World © Inſtruct ing 


= them, that if they mult dye, and bejudg- 


Credtures,ceither of Frey or Pleaſure. And 
were theſe thoughts more frequently En- 


j then they may not live like 


tertained and Realited: by the —.— 
part of che World; what a mighty pro- 


tection would they be from thoſe 7 apa |. 


= 8 which h if indulged, will debaſe 
_ 


Character, cloud their Serenity of 
t and lay cheir Souls n and 
8 1 D 
PEER, * ele Thong his ot Mortality and 
onſequents will be moſt forcible Ar- 
genen and Motives to engage Rulers 0 


do improve the Advantages of Honour 


and Power, as may give them the beſt 
ptoſpect of a State of Immortality. Au- 


 thority, Riches and Power are great Ad- 


vantages for Service, & infer the ſtrongeſt 
—— hereto, e SOD, and | 


—ñ—I—ä— —_— 


eb 0 2 


e > 
Ss —— 


1 do 
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do good to the World. Thoſe of the 
higheſt Order in Government are but” - 
: GOD's Stewards ; their Power, Honour 
and Influence are Talents committed to 
them ro0ccupy,for their Great LORD, till 
come, when they muſt account for their 


improvement : They have not the Domi- 


nion but only the Diſpenſation of theſe, as 
their Maſters Goode. And theſe well im- 
proved will give them a joyous * 


ecure co 
them an Fage from their. Lord and Judge. 


5 into the Eternal World; and will 


Nov theſe Reflections on Death and its 


Conſequents rend to engage them to a 


| Wiſe and Faithful improvement of theſe 
Talents committed to them: They will 


incite them to ſtudy ſuch a Management 
in their Places, as {hall in the Review not 


Torment but Comfort them, when the 
Shadows of Death ſtretch over them. 


This Proſpect will make them value their 


ſtate of Diſtinction and Superiority, not 
5 by its preſent glittering Appearance, but 


by their greater Capacity for Service for 
600, his Kingdom and People. This 


will donſtraid them to think, what good 
0 POM have nn to do, chat pr 


Woe 
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. Neath periods their Seaſons of Improve- 
ment: Ir will inſpire them with the moſt 
- noble purpoſes: ;- that they may fill up 
their Places, ang: be Gods to the World 


While rhey live. In this way theirDeath- 


beds will be Places of Inconceiveable re- 


freſhment; and have confidence in their 


Apptarance! before the Son of Man: Their 
fidelity will fill all their Powers with the 


e Tranſports of joy in that Terrible 
day of the Lord: while at the ſame time 
the Kings of the Earth, the Great Men, 
the Rich, and Mighty Men, that have a- 
buſed and not improved their Talents, 
hall ſtand 7 rembling before the Supream | 
bar of CHRIST, over-powred with the 


Terrors of the LORD, from whoſe Wrath 
Noc ir & Mountains can give no Protection. 


derſtood this, that They: would now 


Deoaſcder cher Brter Ea ? 
2. Theſe Reflection may be of Service | 


and Advanta ge to Such as are under Go- 


, 3 7. 


may not neglect; it; but get it done dee | 


Oh! that they were thus Wiſe, chat they 


bernment. > And there are Two Leſſons 
df Wiſem, which the Proſpect of Rulers 

* n will teach e more eſpe- 
. % ES, £3) - 


lit 
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they were Un 


m Election ! 


le on well learn t by a People it would 15 


3 of no common advantage to them. 


And are they Gods that muſt qe, ſurely 


$ thea we are not to Expect from them that 

perfection of Wiſdom and Vertue in their 
Conduct, as if they were humortalGOD's; 
: Northat freedom from Error and Mifma- 


nagement as if they were Aigels whoſe 


 divellings are not in fleſh, thoſe Sons of 
GOD, who are the Excellency of Divine 
Dignity, and the Excellency of Power, 
who always ſtand in thePreſence of GOD, 
and in his Light ſee Light : nor yet as if 
och 48 Pirate, who have left 
their Moral 8 with their Mortal 


Bodies here below. A State of Mortality 


. beſpeaks a State of Sin, and Moral Infir- 
mity : for Death is the puniſhment of Sin; 


and were all the Seeds of Sin purged our, 


Death would have no power over them. 
If then they muſt dy as other men; they 


have the ſame. principles of Moral as well 


81 DR Cray in them, as other 
: men, 


4 


N 


mon. 69 

(..) Theſe Reflections on their Mortas 
a will teach a People to make all fauou- 
pable Allowances for the TInfirmities, and 
| Defeds of their Rulers. And were this 
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men, no wonder then we r e times ſee 
theſe ſprout forth in their preſent: State 


of Mortality, and obſcure the Glory of 
their Conduct. It is not to be Expected 
that they ſhould move in eis bene with 


that vigour, activity and regularity, as if 


- - had put on Immortality, and their 
A Bodies were Endow'd with that Purity, 
Power and Spirituality, Which is to be Ex. 


pected in the Reſurrection State. It is no 
Wonder they are no more vigilantz ſteady 
and diligent in their work, ſince they are 


not Pure Spirits, nor Raiſed Saints, but. 


are clogged with Bodies, endowed with 
Animal Appetites, Inclinations, & Wants, 


10 _ are eſſential ro their Sate e, | s 


1 e fhrould. difgoſe. ws 
=: * the Infirmities of Rulers with a er 


of Charity, and not like Cham diſcover 


their Nakedneſs: they will ſuggeſt than 


_ we muſt not rudely comment and criticiſe 


upon their Errors; but make all the favour- 


able Allowances for the ImperfeRtions, & 
the force of Temptations, chat they are 


ppable to in their preſent ſtate; and not 
Fane: their e Id aer not 
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— rom them, whichi are due on- 
to the Eternal, and Immutable GOD. 


What is man, whole. breath is ia his 
Noſtrils! Man who mult dye, to be ac- 
counted of! Men/ of higheſt degree are 
nor to be truſted to, for their Mortality tells 


us they are but a Tye. GOD Himſeif has 
given us that Admonition, Pſal. 146.3, 4 


ut not your truſt in Princes, nor iu the Son 
of Man, in whom there is no help; his breath 
geeth forth, he retutneth to bis: 
ver) day his thoughts periſh.” Let them be 
never 10 excelling in Power; Wiſdom, and 
5 Goodneſs, never ſo full of good and great 

deſigns, yet Death yk puts an End 

to all; and then they can afford no help: 
when Death comes they can no longer 

cover us with their Shadow ; no longet be 


Zarth, in that 


Eyes to the blind, Feet to the lame, or 


ee to the Wide and Fatherlets'; for 


7K VEE they 


| k 


in every tele be proof = "VR, 1 
For how they muſt be more _ Mew, 
5 that mult e. Wa 
u.) Theſe 7 W will 4505 thoſs 5 
under Government, not to place undue 
Confidences in the beſt Rulers: We muſt 
not have that dependence on them, or ex- 


— 


8 


2 wo s | 
£ 


* they are become weak as other men. This 
_ © Conſideration ſhould make us renounce i}. 
all undue Confidences in thoſe Rulers, 1 

that beſt deſerve the Character of Ge; I 

” left we place them in rhe Place of that 

600, who can never Change or Dye: 

And happy only are ſuch, as have the im- 

maoveable Munition of Rocks for the place © | 

of their Defence; and have the Eternal 


600 for their Refuge. 
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NVE I. This teaches us the vaſt Difi- 
8 culty of the Rulers Province. The moſt 
only fix their Eyes on their outward 

'- Splendors and Honours,and dream of no- 
thing but Eaſe and Pleaſure, Grandeur in W-- 
All its gay ſhews; but never think of that 
Duty, Work and Buſineſs of Government, 
' Which is attended with Difficulties as Great 
as their Dignity. Their Station is high, and 
no common ſupplies of Grace are neceſſa ; 
for the diſeharge of the Duties that belong 
in his Name, and ſo to R preſent him as 
M that obſerye them may have more 
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| Worthy & Honourable thoughts of GOD, + 
and his Government; and who ſufficient 
 . for this / Eſpecially if it be contidered  * 
ho many things there are to weaken 4 
their hands, and render the burden of Go- 
U vernment more inſupportable. There are 
their ow] Infirmities, and the ill Humours 
of their People; Murmurings, Jealouſies, 
1 Reproaches, andDiſcontents: Theſe made 
Moſes openly Proteſt before race that he 4 
| was not not able to bear their Cum 
Brance, their Burden, and Strife Deut. 1.1 2. 
Sometimes a People are ſo out of frame 
that nothing, which is right can pleaſe 
them: and how difficult is the Rulers | 
Provinee, when chere is reaſon to ſay, as 
one among the Heathen ot old, when he 
refuſed the place of a Magiſtrate, viz. | 
Thbat if he Ruled ill he ſnould offend the . } 
Goch; but if well the People. Under the 
x; beſtCircumſtances their Station is attend- 
ed with uncommon Temptations from 
Within, and without; that Faithfully to diſ- 
charge the Duties thereof requires great 
degrees of Self. deny al, Patience, Humili- 
$ Ty; chat they may act above the Corrutt 
inflaences of preſent Hopes and Fears; 
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chat beat his Image, & approyethemlelves | 
to be Gods to the world; and go on ſteady |} 
in that way maugre all Oppoſition, | 
Vir Labor, hoc Opus, e Under ajuſt | 
view of the Importance, Weight and Dif- 
ficulty of this work of Government, it 
may not be wondred at, if the Olive-tree 
refuſes to leave her Fatneß; and the Fig- 1 
 Zrec her Sweetneſs, to Rule over the Trees 
of the Wood. Who would chooſe to quit 
| their own ſweet Tranquility, and Eaſe for | 
the reſtleſs Cares, and uneaſy. Fatigues of 
Soyernment? Rulers may well be tempted 
to ſay, as Ja. 3. 7. I will not be an Healer 
I pray thee by the hand of him whom thou 
wilt ſend, Exod. 4. 13. Their Station is 
J0 full of Duties and Difficulties, that 
| Rulexs are the proper Objects of out 


P rayers and Pity, and not our Envy. N | 
$55 V 0 W ITY, 15 Wo [ 
. USE II. Are Rulers Gods, then they. | 
muſt take care not to live below the Dig - 
Bid oſlllen. It will be an indelibleReproach 
bn thoſe that wear the Character of Gods, 


| ' to degrade themſelves to the ſtate of | 
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Beaſts.” wry yer + low long 10 this 
degradation undergone by. many. |. Gods 
mult notgive a looſe rotheir Luſts ; 3 gra- 
5 tify their Criminal Appetites, and Incli- 
nations; Luxury, Drunkenneſs and Wan- 
tonneſs muſt not be indulged, for theſe are 
Brutiſn, and transform them into Beaſts; 

And hence they muſt be avoided by Ru- 


lers; Gods by Offce may not be leis than 


Men. And when Luxury and Drunken- 


neſs are growing among a People; it 


would be well if Rulers would avoid all 
1 approaches to it, and the leaſt appearances 
ofit. It was a wholeſome Admonition 
krhat Lemuels Mother gave him, Prop. 3 t. 4, . 
It is not for Kings, O Lemuel, to drink 


Wine; nor for . Strong Drink; leſt 


they drink and forget the Law, and pervert 
Judgment, When Rulers are made Sick 
ee of Wine; they will ſtrerch out 
the hands with Scorners ; ; + and it bodes 


ill to a Land. || But Happy is that LAND, 


whoſe Rulers Ear and Drink in N "we 
Strength, and not for -Drankennefs. | 
USE III. This tells us it is n h 


E 


ful Judgment upon a Ferie, when ny . 


e 


1 Hof 7. 5. 1 Feel 10. 16, in. 
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1 rater and Dignity of Got; or when thoſe 
'  . that are beſt Qualify'd are thro Prejudice 


F 
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Sometimes thoſe that are beſt qualify'd 
1 by inward Abilicy's, and outward Circum- 
ſtances, are thro a ſpirit of Prejudice and 

_ Partiality overlookt ; and Vored unfit to 
Serve a People. The Rule of Elections 
many times is not, Merit, Capacity, and 
Integrity, but ſome other Conſiderations, 


pouſe chis or the other Intereſt, and op- 
poſe ſome. others in Place, who right or 
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Want ſuch, as are fit to Support the Cha- 


ay d aſide. This is too often the melan- 
cCholy State of a People. Sometimes tho 
ſtrict ſearch be made for men to make up 
the Heage round a People, and to ſtand in 
b the Gap, none can be found : They 
Ii have noſtrougRods for aSceptre to Rule them. 


i that rather argue Perſons unfit than qua- 
lify d for Service. Such, as have too much 
| The Command of the Publick Voice, will 
have zhis Man prefer d becauſe he is of 
Right Party, as they call it, will EC 


Wrong muſt be Oppoſed: ſuch an one is 
Voted of the right lamp; and is Wonder 
fully accompliſhed for Rule, tho wholly 
k Ceftitute of Wiſdom, Probity, and a true 
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Genius for Government. On the other 
| ſide, This & That Man muſt be lay'd aſide 
as Unqualify d, only becauſe either his 
Brains were not caſt in the ſame Mould, 
and has not juſt the ſame ſer of Thoughts 
with ſome 3 who would fain ſet up 
for the firſteMiniſters of State, and Maſters 
Policy: theſe deſpair to carry on their 
own Private, Dark Deſigns by them; they 
cant make them their Tools, ſpeak thro' 
them, and act by them. And by this means 
it comes to paſs. the moſt Worthy are 


> 


1 rejected, and not improved; while the Un- 


worthy, the Weak, the Halt and Blind are 
exalted; who are more fit to reſemble the 
Dumb, Deaf, and Blind Idols of the Hea- 


| - then, which are Empty within, and are fir 


only to fill up an Empty ſpace; tho Adored | 
by the People, yet are uncapable of be- 
ing Gods to them; than to reſemble the Li- 


_  - #ngFEHOY AH.Theſe can never aſſert the 
TL Þ Honour of their Place, anſwer the End of 4 


the Ordination of Rule over men: and a 
People under the Management. of ſuch, _ 
mult without a miracle, be mean and def- + 


picable; the very Tail among the Nati 
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ons round about. When therefore * 1 


1 the caſt of a Lane 15 for the Apen 


Lamentation. The Diſeaſe of fuch a i r 4 


5 2 is next to Incutable. * . 
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ure do maintain the Dignity, & diſcharge 
the Duties, which become their Character; 


and a People thus Priviledged ought to be 
ons Thankful to GOD. Good Rulers are the 
moſt Tively Emblems of GOD on Earth: 

e theBREATH of a Peoples Noſtrils; * 
the whole Common Wealth is as it were 


Breathing in them; and they as By 
to the Lyfe and Well being of the State; 


2s Breath for the Oontinuance of Natural 
3 Life. "Theſe are as David the Light 7 


5 which cannot be quenched without 
= bringing Darkneſs upon a whole Land : 
Such are the Glory of a Land; It is becauſe 
_ GOD loves a People, that he ſers ſuch in 
Authority over them. The Spirit of GOD 
. Has given us the moſt Lively Repreſenta- 
tion of ſuch Rulers, 2 Sam. 23. 4. He ſhall 
Tie at ibe Light of the Morning, when the 


Dun riſeth; even a Morning withoutCloud's ; 
8 0 the render * nb out of the 
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ito Enjoy Rulers that in a good mea- 
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Eaath by clear Shining after Rain. Theſe 
are the Glory of Humane Race: and the 
Ear that heats them, ſhall bleſs them; and 
the Eye that ſees them, ſhall bear a Teſti- 
mony to them. When the Righteons are 
Exalted the City Rejoyceth, Prov. 1 1.10. 

What Reaſon then have the Bririſþ 
. ingdoms. and Dominion to Triumph in 
the Divine Favour ! That GOD has Ex- 
alted to the Throne a QUEEN, who is the 
Refuge of the Diſtreſſed both at HOME 
and Abroad ; the Powerful Aſfertor not 
only of the Liberties Civil and Sacred of 
Her own People, bur alſo of the Common 
_ Rights of Mankind in generous Compaſſ - 


on to Oppteſſed Neighbours ; under whoſe ; 


Shadow Our Nations at Home ſecurely Sit, 

and Enj Joy their moſt Valuable Bleiſings; 
and we in theſe Diſtant Provinces 72 D 
ſenſibly Feel, and are.Cheriſh'd with the 


_ Benign Tnfluences of Her Light, Favout 


and Conduct. The Glory of Het Reign 
has been indeed Shaded by the Dark Lines 
of a Bloody War, Engaged in not from 


Choice, but Neceſſity both of 'Fuſt ice” and "1 
Mercy, yet has been to aMiracle Brighten'd 15 


wih the Smiles of Heaven, i in a Scries'of 
R  Viqories, 
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Voictories, and Triumphs, as will be ſcarce 


Credibleto Polterity. Lev Hee Geparnels, 
and Glory Encreaſe; Let the Secrecy of 
the Divine, Preſence be always Her Pavi- 


lion; Let Her Perſon, and Government 


# 5 


be Preſerved N Angels from Dark 


Practices, and 0 . 
Crown longFlouriſh on Her Sacred Head, 
ro the Terror of Her Enemies ; and to the 


Friends of Zion; And be late Tranſlated 
to that Throne above that will not Totter, 


and bat Crown that ſhall neverFade away. 
May I not add without ſuſpicion ofFlat- 


tery ? that the preſent. Government Which 


is immediately oper us in this Province, 


| ought tobeeſlcem'dasa Favour of Hea- 
tude, and Praiſe 2 Is it not a great Favour 
0 People to iave ſuch in Rale over them, |, 
2s chey have reaſon to believe, notwith - 
fftanding all their 1 tode- | 
=. fire, aim at, and endeavour the Publick 
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Good; and to approve themſelves God's 


/ 


Open Yiolexces ;; Let the 


Joy, and Triumph of all the 


to them? Is it not a Rich Bleſſing that we 


Liyes are the laſt Defiance to all that 
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is Sacred, and Divine, to Religion, Com- 
mon Honeſty and Sobricty, openly 


| wallowing in the groſſeſt Pollutions of 


Senſuality_ ; Is it not a Valuable Bleſſing, 
that we do not ſee Tuch Madneſs and Folly | 


bet in greatDignity aver us, Which would 


make Vice Reputable 2 Ts it not a Privi- 
ledge, that our Zion has ſome of her own 
Sons to take her by the Hand, Who cannot 


but have a peculiar Tenderneſs for her? 
And of ſuch we ſee this Day the firſt chair 
of Government, the Council Table, and the 


4 


Seats of Judgment filled : May GOD long 


continus the Bleſſing. And if any, either 


to Stupidity, or Malignity, will not ſee, 


* 


\ 


or nat acknowledge the Smiles of Divine 
Providence on thele accounts; I wiſh they 


be neyer made to feel by doleful Experi- 


ene che vaſt Difference of beingProteRted = 
and .Refreſh'd under the Shagqw of the 
ſpreading Vine, and being Scratcht and 


; 1 Torn by the Brawble,, | Feb THO - 


DE. V. This teaches us the. Buty e 
People to their Rulers 3 wiz. To treat tem 
according to the Higni 10 | 
and Title, that GOD-ha 

e 


of chat Chatacter 
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A Tribute of Honour, Reverence, and 


PDurtiful Regards is their undoubted due E 
from their People. Regard them as GOD's 


\ Deligates, and Yiceroys ; as Arm d with his 


 Power,and Engag d in hisService for your 


Good; as Living Images of the Immortal 
KING of Glory. Honour them for GOD 
— Himſelf has put Honour upon theni. Do 


all you can properly to Support rheirDig- 


nity, and Maintain their Character: For 
it can nevex go well with a People, when 


Government is brought into Contempt. 
Government has ſomething too Divine in it 


to be inſulted, and gudely treated. You 


can t deſpiſe their Authority, but you muſt 
- deſpiſe GOD himſelf; and ſpit on his I- 

mage; whichHe will certainly reſent. And 
it becomes a People to remember that they 


are Mortal, and Accountable as well as their 
Rulers. Let your regards therefore to Ru- 


lers be anſwerable to that Condition 
. GOD has placed them in; and as may a- 
gree with thoſe Beams of Divinity, with 


Wich they ſhine. Do all that you ma 


do Eacourage them in their Work which is 
 Diflicul;&moſt Important. Own GOD's | 
We — Name, Image, and Syperfcription, that they | 
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bear, and do nothing to Deface them. 
Hlenuce, All Murmurings, Diſcontents, 
Evil Surmiſings and Jealouſies, all Seeds 

of Faction & Sedition muſt be ſuppreſſed 
with the greateſt care among a People. If 


Rulers are Gods, they are not to be Reviled, 


Blaſphemed, Arraigned and Condemned by 
every Haughty, Inſolent, and Diſcontented 


Spirit. | To be Murmurers,and co 57 eak E. 


| wilof Dignities, are Evils of a black Cha- 
racter in the Word of GOD; and may not 
be Play d with. And yet how common 
are theſe Evils ! And how many Corrupt 
Principles are too frequently found among | 
_a people, which lead ro theſe! Some are 
| prompted to fomenr Jealouſics of Rulers, 
that they may be Popular, or that they max 
be thought Perſons of a deeper Reach, and 


"quicker Sight chan others; and therefore 


pretend to ſee evil Deſigns ar the bottom 
ofpublick Adminiſtrations, that their Bine 
Neighbours are not aware of. Sometimes 
they deny Government it's juſt Honours, 
pPecauſe, they imagine, they are not regard- 


ed, as their Merit calls for: Some are fo 


Jull of themſelves, and ſo giddy with the 


Contemplation of their own ſuppaſed Ex- 


| cellencies, 


 cellencies, that they think they have 4 
Right to impoſe their Schemes as Perfe 
Models of Prudence, and that their Phanſy 's 
| ought. tobe Entertain d as infallible Ora- 
State and Church till it be ſo. Their acti- 
ons declare their ſenſe. that they are 
9 the Men, and that Wiſdom will Dye with 
| them; and that with their Bolt too ſoon 
Dot, they can qut-thoor, all about them. 
tained with a; deep Silence, profound Re- 
verenee, and be not made the PublickRule ; | 
they Vote themſelves Deſpiſed, and Af- 
ftonted, & the Publick Berray'd & Ruined. 
And hence ariſe Diſcontencs, Jealouſies, & 
hard Cenſuring of Rulers: Hence the Er- 
frors ofGovernmentare needleſſy Expoſed, 
And unkindly Deſcanted on, and often- 
uümes Errors only ſuppoſed are Bruited a- 
1 bout as real and certain: Nay their Lau- 
W— Cable actions. inſideouſſy repreſented to 4 
their diſadvantage. Thus the Gods are too - 
often Reviled,andevilly Entreated. Bre- 
 #hren, cheſe things ought not to be ſo: 
oy Our Religion) ill not allow it. GOD „ 
Mas angry With daron and Miriam, tho 


111. 
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6 An Eleftion Simon, 85 
© Perſons of Character themſelves, for ſpeak- 
ing againſt his Servant Moſes, © 
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fon and Conſeience; theOrher lays it open 
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Again, If Rulers, are Gods, then their 


Character demands Sabmiſfon and Obed;- 


dee fem 4 Prop: The” Diznity an 
Authority of their Station calls for it; and 
both Law and Goſpel require ir as their 
due. Rebellion and Diſobedience againſt 

GOD'sVice-gerents in the Lawful Execu- 


' tion of their Office is Rebellion againſt 
8600 himſelf in the laſt reſult. And a- 
greeably we are to be Obedient to Civil 


W 


Government, not only for Wrath but for 


V 
Iuum not Ignorant to what an extrava- 
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to the Wild Humors of an Ungovern'd Mul- | 
titudt; to the Fury, Madnels and Noiſe 
___ T7 


Without à Regular Remedy to Save it 
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FE 
tion of a People is Overturned; their Laus 


and Liberties, Religion and Properties are 


: oped Invaded, and ready to be made a 
Publick Sacrifice. But on the other ſide, it is 
beyond me to imagine that the GOD of Or- 


dete has ever inveſted any men of a Private 
Station, who can with a Nodd inflame 


and raiſe the Multitude, with a Lawful 


=  Power,onpretence of Publick Miſmanage- 
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ments, to Embroyl the State, and Over- 
turn the Foundations of Government. 


lam neither Afraid nor Aſbum d to 
may, I ſhould be glad to ſee the Doctrine f 


Kulhiſſun to Rulers, in it's Juſt and Un- 


dqaocubted Meaſures, better Stated and Qua- 
yd on all ſides, than ever yet I have ſeen 
it: and when ever that ſhall be done, ſure 
I am, chat theſe following Admonitions, 


and Precepts will not be found Apocry- 
Phal, bur Apoſtolical and Divine; Rom. 12. 


— K 2 —— — 


1152. Let every Soul be ſubjett to the Higher 
VVV 
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c &e. Who ever reſifteth the Por ates, '- 
 refiflethitht\Qrdinance' O, Sc. BeSub- | 
ject nit only for Wrath; but Conſciente- fake. 
Her. g. G, u Pet. 2. 13, 14,15. Submit your 
-ſelveviro-every Ordinance of Man, ſar the 
Tools ſate; whetber it be tu the Ning u 
Supreamz or unta Gonerdgurs, af unt them 
that art ſent h Hin ſat a Pau iſhment to E-. 
vil bert, uu forithe Praiſe f them hat io 
Welli > Forofo i th HH, EOD, And, 
Mat. 22. 2.1. Renaer unte Cæſar the things 
that art Cſals, & c. And it is mak part of 
_. theChargootaGoſpelMiniſtertq porgbeir 

Flock in mind to be 8ubje# 20:Principalh- 
ties andPowers, and to. Oe 4, agi/tr at, 
Tit zi k. Theſe are Chriſtian Dudes: 7. — 
men had Abu U ſoe their Obligation to 


them Gantelßd before they ate made mat- 


ter of Banter and — Without Diſ- 
bureaus a forgetfulueſs of theſePrecepts, 


Gorermmeur are frequently carry dan by. 
men of Secret and IU Deſigns : Of which 
_ Efhalt anly fay, U Seal! Enten thaw nt 
into their Secretę, ner gs Ritt 
eee not Laiter 
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many darklntreagues againſt awellform'd © 
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DSE VI. Our Text gives Divine Con- 
Fel to ſuch as have the Liberty and Power 
of CE & Electiug Perſons to Place 
ol Kale ovet men. And the Advice is that 
ttbere be adue regard had to ſuch as are 
bdbeſt Qualify d to Support the Character of 
I | Gods, and to Reſemble the Bleſſed GOD in 
their Adminiſtrations. This Rule is to be, 
_ Obſerved in Communicating Power of any 
Kind or degree, and in what ever way it is 
derived to others. Commiſſions of Peace, 
and Mar are not to be given of Courſe, or 
Mage matters of pure Complement ; but 
an Eye is to be had to the Qualifications of 
mien to be Authorized; that they be ſuch 
ga2⁊s will improve ariglit the Power commit- 
de to them and be Gods in their Stati- 
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But ſhall only Conſider this Rule as it | 
may be Serviceable to direct the Elections \ 
Wi of zhis Day. The Liberty and Priviledge | 
oOotcche prefent Election is very great, if right- 

p uſed; and I Pray GOD we may nevet 

dl | be Taugt the Value of it, by its Loſs. + 
Cet choſe that are immediately concern d 
= ing Perſons this Day to be of 
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pen d before them. - You are, Honourable 


Gentlemen, highly Intruſted by GOD 
witch a great Opportunity to Serve HIM, 
your QUEEN and Countrey; You ate un- 


der the accurate Obſetvation of GOD, and 


8 this People, how you uſe your preſent 


Power; and it is well worthy your rho'r, 
thax it is a Talent you muſt account for, 


when you become Inſtances of Mortality. 

Here is a fafe Rule before you, ' by which 

you may proceed with Honour & Safety. 
And the Rule is, that your Voices be given 


to ſuch, as ſhall be moſt fit to Aſſert their 


Dignity, Support their Character, & Pro- 
amore the End of Government, the Good 
of the People: To ſuch, as are of the beſt 
Port, Influence, Life and Activity, Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, Knowledge and 
Juſtice, and of knn Piety to GOD, and 

approved Loyalty to the QUEEN. For 
theſe will be moſt fit to act the part aſſign ed 

them to the Honour of Government, ang 
the Publick Good. Elettions muſt 
not he made by Perſonal Favour. None 
muſt be Choſen, nor Oyerlookt, barely be- 

8 N << TR 


Her MAJESTY'S Council in this Province 
to conſider the Character that has been o- 
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_ An Rleflion. "RET 
to thaſe: Be not led in your Choice by ſe 


mong Your Tribes. Take men, not of Li- 


Judgment: Men who beſt underſtand the 

Religious and Civil Intereſts of their Peo- 
ple; wl ate Governed not by Narro 
5 Selfiſh Principles, but by a Publick. Gane- 
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= -- cauſe they are Friends to theſe, of Enemies 


cret ſuggeſtions in a Cornet, where one man 
may be Canonizedand a better Reprebated; 
Bur be governed by the Auoun Character? 
of men, that are generally approved of. This 4 
Was the ancient Rule, + Take men known a · 


cCeœnce, but of indiſp utable Vertue; Who 
ſeem to Live in all their Relations under a 
realizing View of Death and the Eternal 


rous Spirit; who know how to deſerve 
the PublickApplauſe,and how to deſpiſe it, 
and can be content to bear the ill Will of a 
People, if they may hut do them Good. 
* a word, they muſt be men ſenſible of the © 
ufferings, Mourning, over the Degenera- 
cies of this People, and their Fleſn & Heart 
trembling at the Tokens of Divine-Wrath 
upon "6.5 Theſe will be beſt Qualify d 
f;or the ignity, and Faithful to the Duty af 
— 5. 0 Moſt likely to be mee 5 
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f GOD; whoſe Name is imprinted on 
them. Theſe GOD will approve of; 3 will. 
be an Honour to their Place, and a:Glory 
to theLand. It this Rule be ohſhered/we 


ſhall this Day have an happy Preſage that 
GOD has not veickedrawn bus . not 


yep from us. 


USE 7 1 L The Coifiderntion of: our 


; Text will ſuggeſt Divine Counſel. to all Or- 


ders and Degrees of Men in Government, 
by. which to Regulate their Conduct in ticir 
Publick Capacity. Since the Great LORD of 


the World hasHonoured you with hisStile, 


Name and ſome Rayes of his Power by al 
the Rules of Equity, Decency & Honour, 
you are obliged to Act up to the Dignity 


of your Character, Form your ſelves in 


your Adminiſtrations after the Example f 
theDivine Rule, and ſo approve your ſelves | 

Gods.: Your Countrey has a juſt Claim to 
all that Care, Tenderneſs Protection, and \ 


Comfort, which may. render them Safe 


under your Wings, and you truly Venera- SJ 


ple in their Eyes. Your Title calls-for'a 


Supetiority 13 all that is God and Ver- 


tuous, pin * Jour W 
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4 baut Aﬀert it, by a GOD-like Diſcharge of 
. that great T ruſt committed to you. The 


* 1 por 


Pa 


in Name and Power; and it is vain for any 


to expect to Maintain the Honour of their 


State of Exaltation, without that Real Ma- 
jelſty, and Excellency diſplayed in their 


Managements, which will command rhe 


Revetence, Love and Eſteem of all about 
them. GOD, who has to an obſervable 
_ degreeCloarhed you with his ownHonour, 


* 


\ 


admonition given to Titus, a Ruler in the 
Church of GOD; is wich equal Force ap- 


plwKwiͤcable to Rulers in the State, Tit. 2. 15. 


Let no man Deſpiſe thee. Thus if you 
will anſwer your Character, you muſt let 
no man Deſpiſe you: z.e. No nothing that 


„ deſerve Oontempt, tha ſhall ſlur your 


Names, and proſtitute your Honour; no- 
thing that ſhall weaken your Authority, 
deſttroy that Reverence that is due to the 
Dignicy of your Place, or that may make 


invite Floods of Contempt, and Open In- 
dignities, which will be to GOD's Diſho- 
nour as well as yours, But on the Con- 


nnr 


expects chat on no terms you Betray it, 


others Entertain Mean and Deſpieable 
thoughts of you, For otherwiſe you will 


— 


At kladion Sermon. 93 
trary, let thoſe Divine Vertues ſhine in your 
Conduct, that ſhall render your Perſons 
Venerable and Amiable, Command Reve- 


rence and Awe, and make the Glory of 
your Name appear with untarniſhed Lu- 
itte. This is the Connſel of Heaven. And 
to render it more influential, it may be 
morg Particularly directed, 


o — 


oaks 1 fr Place. Ver this >" Rane 


of Heaven be Addreſſed: with all | Dutifal 


Submiſſion to YOUR EXCELLENCY, 
whom GOD, and our Gracious QUEEN, 
has Scared at the Head of our 'Gods, 


in che firſt Chair of Dignity and Power 


over this Province. Your Excellency s 


Commands together with the Deßres — | 


your Honourable Council, have Order dme 


into this: awful. Desk at this time. And 5 
will yon ſufler me, SIR, In the Name of 


that GOD, whoſe Character you bear, as 


to Aſert the Digaity of your 5 — and 


demand your Right to the Honour and 
Duty of this People, and the Tribute of 


Their Prayers and Thanksgivings 10 


Wich all Humility to Suggeſt, that 
0 Honoue | 15 greatly b 


—— — 
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os An Elche Sermon. 
FE: aud beand up with yCuts, and. by 


8 Mamfaining your'-F Real Excelleney and 


Dignfty as the Ch g out God, you 


will dog eat Hd HGuf and Service to that 


6800 WHofe Repfeſentative yu are; that 


by yout Wiſe, Juſt; Impartial, and Compaſ- 
| fonareAdminiſtrations, you will give us a 


8 Lively Picture of thè Diviue Government: 


That in your Example, we may fee what 
2 Beabelful Figute che Powers of Govern- 
ment, when fond in Goh junction with the 
Vertted-bf a diſtinguiſting Prudonce and 


Integrity, will make ;. and may be 


3 Wes to acknowledge that the Glory of 


Rule over Men may be view'd' not 
N 
b it © ealtty y and Life being Exem- 


; © yer Saf, * ahfy'd ſenſe; a God, 
oY iffuſive Bleſſi g/to your People; 

and your Name will be as à Precious Oynt- 

ment; che Perfume whereof will reach far 
and Wide ; and will be tranſmitted with 
right Characters f Honour to Late Po- 
SIE fterity®Whir are Statues & Trinmphal Ar- 


cher, when compared with theſe Superior wi 


1 Marksof Honour 4 bur Dips Banbles? 
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600 has called you, SIR, to the Hels 
bs the moſt Stormy: and Dark Day that e= . 
ver paſt over this Province: When we 


neyer more needed a Perſon of uncommon 
Sagacity, Addreſs, Application and Dit. 


patch, to Steer us ſafe through the many 
Perplexities and Involvements of a Long 
and Bloody Ware And wie truſt it Was in 


Love to our Zion, that GOD has appoin- 


ted One of her oun Sons at ſuch a time to 


take her by the Haud and Comfort her. The 


State of 50 Afflicted and Sinful People 
vou ate Placed over muſt needs render 


| 2 your Difficulties Many and Great, ane 
| your Burden Heavy: We ſympathize with, _ 
you, and our Prayers are Night and Day. 


beſieging the Throne of Grace on your ac- 
count. It is the Work of GOD- you are 


Engaged in; be Encouraged in it, and ler 


vor your Heart Faint what ever Hardſhips 


you may Encountet; G0D will obſervg FL 
all che Patience, Self-denyal that ſhall be 


Exerciſed for his Service and his Peoples 
Good; He will be with you in yourFaich-! 
ful Adminiſtrations; and\ your.” deus : 
will not be found in Vain. | 
Pay: you rays be under naa q 

| 102 
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96 An Election Sermon. 
Propitious Conduct, to Direct and Succecd ) 
your Adminiſtrarions : May the Bleſſings . 
of che CelebratedFoſeph deſcend upon you 
Your Bow abide in Strengtb, the Arms of your | © 
Hanas be ſtrengthned by the Hands of the C 
Mighty GOD of Jacob; Even by the GOD n 
of thy Father who ſhall Help thee, and by the C 
Almighty, who ſhall Bleſs thee: May you |} © 
be Honoured with, more Enlarged Mea- 1 
tures of His SPIRIT, that you may | K 
tl 
at 
ar 
T 


Shine in your Exalted Orb with Brighter 
and Brighter Beams of Divine Grace, Ex- 
cellency and Glory; that when Morta- 
lity ſhall overtake you, which you have 
dayly Admonitions of in your Bodily In- 
firmities, you may have an Euge from the | R 
SON of GOD, Your Maſter and Judge ; ye 
and may joyn the Bright Throng of Elo- | A 
bim, Angels and the Spirits of Jult Men, 2! 
that incircle the Throne of GOD and the de. 
Taub with Proftration and Praiſe. hi 


II Let this word of Conſe! from GOD Pe 
be Addreſt to the whole GENERAL | lar 

| ASSEMBLY : The Bleſſed GOD, who no 
js a GREAT KING, and whoſe Name is 7 
' Dreagful, does Expect and Require that ts 
N e you | — 


. 
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you Study to ſhew your ſelves Worthy of 
that Name, with which you are dignify' d. 
As you are Gods by Office, labour to be 
Goa by Analogy, reaching after the near- 
ceſt conformity to GOD, and the exacteſt 
Imitation of Him, in your Publick Capa- 
cities; by which alone you will be able 
to ſecure and illuſtrate the Glory of your 
| Title, and approve your ſelves not only 
in Name, but in Truth Gods on Earth. GOD 
_ Himſelf has called you G; but thoſe 
that are not skilful, thoughtful, vigilant 


and active to promote the Publick Safety 


and Happineſs, are not Goal, but dead Idols. 
The Name inſcribed on you is to give 
Rules apd Meaſures, Life and Force to 
your Conſultations for the Publick Weal. 
And there never was a day, that called for 


a more full Exerciſe of your Wiſdom, Righ- 


teouſneſs, Vigilancy and Courage in their 
_ higheſt i improvements, than this, in Which 


you are called to be the Saviours of this 


People. The bleeding State of this Land, 
languiſhing under Sin and Judgment can- 
— — ſtir up your Paternal bowels, and 
guicken your Counſels and Endeavours for 
Be then . intreared by 

; Wap 0. 
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© _ 7 Kasbah n a 
en tor your own Honour, 
and GOD!s Glory; by your Love and 

Tenderneſs for your People, to approve 


8 your. ſelves-Minifters of 60 fer our Good. 


And there are two comprehenſive Ar- 
ticles, in which you may approve your 


ſelves Warmy of the (Character al one 


- 5 Vou will ere: your Dignity by. 


E Exerting your Powers to free the Land 
from thoſe Sins, which are the Reproach: f 


a People. It is beyond queſtion that there 


are many gtoſs Sins found among us, by 
which Heaven is Defy'd and the Land 
Polluted. Not only Spiritual Iniquities, 
as Pride, Hatred, Malice, Envyings, Un- 
belief, and the Spirit of the World; but 

alſo open Abominations, and groſs Im- 

moralities, which do by a natural Cauſa- 


liry, as well as moral Influence, cauſe the 
Crown to fall from our heads. Chriſt's 


"Ambaſſadors can do little to reſtrain many 


1 


of theſe bold Tranſgreſſors. They may f 
cry aloud and not ſpate, but theſe 9b 
their Ears like the deaf Adder. They are 


too much of an Adamantine temper and 
make to bo benen by the ke They 
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are like the Leviaehan, proof ag ainſt all 
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the Arrows taken out of the Clive o | 
GOD's Word; the Sword of the trit | 


cannot pierce thro their Scales. We ma. 
wars them from GOD, and Set che Ter- 


rors of the Eternal judgment before them, 
but theſe are at preſent inviſible and diſt- 
ant things, which their Inde! Senſes have 
no reſentment of. There is but little 


hope to reform ſuch; unleſs you can make 
_ theSword ofJuſtice to reach them. And poſ- 


ſibly tho they fear not the Wrath of che. 


Z vfl GOD, yet they may be made to fear 
| the Wrath of our Viſible Gods, when like 

4 Roaring Lyon it threatens to devour 
them. This therefore calls for your 
Care, and Courage. 5 


Is not our Land deluged with Nb | 
tance and Drunkneſs : > And is not the Con- 


tagion of this Sin ſpread far and wide in 


Spite of all Remedies hitherto applyed, 
and as the Deſtruction, not only walketh 
in darkneſs, but waſteth at Noon day ? 

Is there not too juſt a Complaint thro” : 
our Towns, That the Aſſemblings of the 
People whether for Civil Tranſactions, 
Military Exerciſes, nay for ah on 
. Levee 


"An Eleon Sermon, 
£ LeQure days, End in Intemperate Drink- 
ing and Debauchery? And what will be 7 

mie Endoftheſe ou gh TL F 2 

=. ain, Are not the Cryes 0 Injuſtice, | 5; 
IG; 5 Diſboneſty in our dealings, bare i As 
Scandalous to our Profeſſion, yet loud in rat 
the Eats of GOD, and of all that tremble | ni 
at his Anger ?. Is there no halm in Gilead? de 
I there no Phyſitian theres Why then is not Te 
the health of this People recovered 2 Have p, 
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: there not been proper Bills, brought for- bu 
\ ward once and again, by the Motion and. | ©. 
EY Encouragement of his Bxcellency our Re 


 Governour, Which have hitherto been its 
Altrangled in the birth? And can any good] 
Account be given of them? May there qgj 
not be many things done by this 3 | anc 
\. rable Court to Save us from theſe deſtroy- |. us. 
ing Evils : May not Laws be brought. 414 
fotward which are further neceſſary; and | her 
care taken for their Execution, that their | lige 
Edge may on no pretence be rebated, that 
Iniquity may be forced to ſneak and hide 


its guiſty head, if not fully reformed > | | 
This Work belongs to you, Our Fathers; | thi, 
= be wiſe and reſolute 2 aud 60 BEI 
e, | Ki 
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An Election Sermori, 161 
"Suffer me here to add, That it is Ob- 
ary chat the Province is in great Dan- 


thofe Frauds and Forgeries: to n- 


| mitted upon our Bills of Publick Credit «- = 
And may it not be worthy your Conſide- 


ration, whether ſome more terrible Pu- 


niſhment, chan our Laws have yet provi- 
ded, may not be Eſtabliſnt to Reſtrain fuch 
ö inſolent Sons of Fraud and Violence? What 
Policy will allow of I may not determine; 
but Iam well ſatisfy d that the Crime is of 
o deep a Malignity, that Conſcience and 


Religion will not forbid the ap and Hear 
vieſt Puniſhment. 


...) Lou will Aſert your Dignity, by 8 
= doing what you can to maintain the Honour 
and Glory of CHRIST s Kingdom among 
us. Lou are appointed by 
| dzans of the Religion, as well 


D as Guar- 
as Civil Li- 
berties of his People. X oui Character ob- 
liges you to Exert your Power for the 


Protection, nene and r of 


his Kingdom. 

Allow me Liberty to hint at a fow 
chings neceſſary to this End. 

It is requiſite to the Glory ofCHRIST's 


8 that 2 for Liberal Educa- 
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9 tion » be 1 and | Cherih'd... , Wick. 
out this we may Expect the Rewo/urion-of | 
the Bar burous Age. We have good Laws 


in Korce for this Deſign ;bur are ming A 


- Openly Fluded and Pla y d oy bete 


— by I 


2 The "Hownt' 40 CHRIST Sy Kin * 
requires that the Miniſtry be ei | 
Supported: But by a criminal neglect 
hereof bow are they brought into con- 
rempt ? their gifts dampt, and under nd 

rced to 
ipend too much of that time in the Field 
to get their bread, which is due to their 


growth and improvement, being f 


Studies? Are not their Allowances ge- 


nerally Inſuſficient ; and theſe too oſten 
unjuſtly with-held > Aud may es not Jr | 
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Tok if CHRIST's Kingdorn 8 a 


up in its Glory, our Pulpits muſt be guard- 


_ &d from che Ignorant, and Diſſolute; the 


con ffaent Boaſlos, and the heady. Impoſtor. 


Aud this is to be deſpaited of unleſs a duc : 
4} 0 of the Candidates of the mee ag : 
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© AnEledtion Sermon. % : 


The Laſt hint Niall be that our r Church 


| N muſt be Strengthen'd, if the 
Kingdom of CHRIST be preſeryetl in it's 
Viſible Glory. This Government is much 
Enfeebled; and one cauſe is becauſe there 
is not a more Publick Regular & Cloſe U- 
nion between Particular Churches. Some- 
thing to remedy this has been by a Vene. 
Fable Synod Propounded under the Head 
of the Conſociation of Churches in a Vici- 
"ity : And ſome Propoſals have Lately been 
made, to bring chat Synodical Determina- 
tion into Practice, by the Body of our 


Miniſters; but nothing has been Effected 
through Weakneſs of our Church State: 


the Propoſals themſelves have been miſ- 
repreſented, and Prophanely deſcanted on, 
and the Body of our Miniſters inſulred, 
and Blaſphemed by ſome of the Sons 
0 f Corah. | 


Let ihe beck take Liberty to Offer to 


the Conſideration of our Fathers in Go- 
vierument, whether the Convening a Synod 
by your Authority at this Day to Conſi- 
bo Let What Reme qs 10 d to tlieſe 


—ͤ0T— ——ñ— — — — — 


and 


— 


n - 2 1 1 Vane Car + ili As ae * 4 K N 0 * 
88 wo * R R * * * 1 x Fe 
* 4 9 l 9 * * ww . * pur oo 
a * * " 8 4 © « 2 ? 
* . SN * SEL * 8 
1 — Nn 4 * - : * 4 
4 


5 * 8 wat * e 9 1 ae ey Ne, N * * 99 . — * oy 7" q þ h 
; „„ r r NI * N 8 A 5 x ' 9 4 N px "TY" 
„ c IN EY rt; OP OT SURE, * R * 
% * 7 ES IE Se AE Ds 3 vg — 9 r „ 
Wh R 
* 7 4 TOTS. N * » 9 
AAS" SY - n 2 * F As * WS: 
A | 5 2 
* Y = 
* 6 , 
7 
\ 
1 : 4 


& IPs 3 3 F * 8 ; . 
I e e 1 R n * F ; . 
__ Ye Ws f, N 7 N 5 N „ 348 2; 12 * 7 2 EEE J ; 3 . 4 
4 4 * n Wa, r 4 A N Me! 5 4 
. 1 y 2 s % , 
? : 1 ky. #5 1 oy f . 5 5 
, 7 4 s 4 W : 5 ? 
, - — * * W > a 
x wy * 4 : a 1 I ? . N % % 1 - 
7 / ; 1 , * 4 : . 
1 — * ＋ 1 * % ba. - j 1 8 * 1 * 


: = 


| ble Opportunity for Calling a Synod Ex- 


pected, than under the Preſent Adwini= | 
Niration, and before ſome of our moſt An- 


cient Worthys in the Miniſtry are Tran- 


ſlated to a Better World? It a Synod be 


not a ſufficient Remedy for the Evils our 


* | F 


Churches Labour of; or the Remedy be 
' thought as Dangerous as the Diſeaſe ; what | 
' Darkneſs, Confuſion, and Diſorder may | 
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us, you have Power to do much for this 
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Live 
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and other Diſtempers which our Church 
State is Enfeebled by, may not be more 
than a Prudential, a Preſent Duty. The Uſe 
X Neceſſity of SX NO Ds for Reformation, 
has been Aſſerted through all Ages of the 
Church. Can thexe be a more Favoura- 


Il̃ t you are reſolved to appear as God; for 


People on theſe accounts: You have now 

a Opportunity in your Hands. And if 

680 * Wi you for your Work, and make 

—_ - vou In { rumental to Lengthen our our X 

Tranquility; Uncommon Honours Will be 
© decreed you in Both World. Tho you © 

mult Dy like Men, yet you ſhall Riſe and 

OCR PET TONE $35 oÞ CTU UOPD TS 5s 


„ 


8 Wehnen a, ; OT - Mot" oe 5 * re AE oak U 
N OW r ” 2 r = ASD 0? a 5 Y = was EG * 3 e « dit Ne e be 
ry oy . RN * * R 85 n, 4 ee oe Ab i gat a "TY" RR 3 * 
e ! 9 . W 4 * * . ro wants MES 6 n 7 3 j pI * N Z ++ 1. > 2 ORR 
' ; «2 . 9 FA LE Ea YR . | | BY * ? a A 6 
2 Fi e * . r 1 a 8 1 


* HleKmm'B yg 23 105 | 


S Live like the Angels of GOD. You are 
nov ſtyled Gods, and if you Maintain the 5 | 
Glory of your Character, and Reſemble _ 
GOD, you ſhall not be Degraded in the _ 
Next Life; You ſhall be found Worthy to 
ſtand Before the SON OF MAN. at 4 1 
Appearance and Kingdom ; Worthy of chat : 

World and rhe BYTE . ; 


T let Let the Whole Body of | 


9 this People be perſy aded to approve 
_ themſelves Worthy of ſuch Rulers, by 


aſpiring after an, holy Conformity to, 


and Imitation of GOD. What remains! 
But that we lift up our hearts ro GOD | 


in Heaven, that He would give us ſuch 


Rulers to goin and out before us. And 
if GOD will Anſwer us, and make 


our Rulers, and this People to be GOD | 


like, we ſhall be a happy People.” The 
Mountains will bring forth Peace, and the 
little Hills Righteouſneſs ; Our Land ſhall _ 
not be called r nor Forſaken ; for 
the Glory of the LORD ſhall ariſe upon it. 


GOD Himſelf will ariſe ' and Save us: 


| And We ſhall haye Reaſon to ſend our - 
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Flection 
ſes on high, and Sin 2 with the Churc , 
*% Fial. 72. 18, 19. leſſed be the Lord 
G0, the God" of , Iſrael, who only. 

abt TWonirous Things: Ani Bleſſed Los 


Ze His Glorious Name for Ever; 5 


HENS and: let the whole Earth _ 
be filed with Hit. 2 
2 Glory. 11 ts and bt ods 
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